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New Orchid Name Changes Back

Following on from the article in the March Bulletin “New Orchid Names”, I have been alerted to the fact that one of
the listed name changes has since been changed back.

Caladenia lorens has reverted to its previous name Caladenia lorea.
To the relief of some of us who don’t understand the ways of Latin!

Ramén Newmann
Registrar

Email: wanoscg@gmail.com Website: www.wanoscg.com
Postal: PO BOX 323 VICTORIA PARK WA 6979
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SOUTHERN RIVERS GROUP ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
6 May 2023

Meeting held at: Albany Wind Farm, Sand Patch
Meeting opened: 10.20 a.m.

ATTENDANCE: 8 members present 7 apologies 0  visitors

The meeting was chaired by Anna de Haan

1. PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

Amendments: - Nil

The Annual General Meeting Minutes as distributed are a true and correct record of the meeting of 7 May 2022.
Moved: Krystyna Rees Seconded: Val Hack and carried

2. ELECTIONS

Karen Johnston was nominated as the Returning Officer for the Committee elections.

Position Nominee Moved Seconded Action
Branch Convenor Anna de Haan Krystyna Rees June Scott Carried
Assistant Branch Lisa Wilson Anna de Haan Val Hack

Convenor Carried
Branch Field Trip Krystyna Rees Val Hack Margaret Nash Carried
Coordinator

AGM CLOSED: 10.25 a.m.

NEXT MEETING: First field trip 2024

SOUTHERN RIVERS GROUP GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

6 May 2023

Meeting held at: Albany Wind Farm, Sand Patch
Meeting opened: 10.30 a.m.

ATTENDANCE: 8 members present 7 apologies 0 visitors

The meeting was chaired by Anna de Haan

Agenda

1. First aid kit has been updated, will need to be fully updated 2024;

2. Orchid name changes — keep up to date as there are many changes;

3. Due to increased traffic, number of people looking for orchids and recreational activity in surrounding bush, the
wearing of high visibility clothing is strongly suggested. Also be aware of deer and brumbies crossing the
highway near Lake Muir;

4. Please follow and respect Bio-security signage when in farming areas;

5. Tuture field trips:

A) ADORP

B) Burn at Bakers Junction

C) Wellstead

General Meeting closed: 11 a.m.

WANOSCG BULLETIN

D) Mt Barker

E) Stirling Ranges
F) New sites as discovered.
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SOUTHERN RIVERS BRANCH ANNUAL REPORT
2022

2022 was a much quieter year with members going out on private excursions further afield. Five field trips were held
locally across a range of geographical and plant communities with their corresponding range of orchids. We again had
several members lead field trips which helped spread the load throughout the year.

Many members quietly worked away in the background supporting WANOSCG to achieve the club’s objectives. Activities
included surveys, especially for ADORP, volunteering in the Albany Herbarium, collecting wildflowers, including orchids
for the annual Albany Wildflower Show, as well as helping during the three-day event whilst answering the many varied
and interesting questions fielded by the enthusiastic public. The show resulted in invitations to visit private properties as
future field trips.

There was an exceedingly dry start to the year for the first three months. This resulted in limited numbers of orchids being
sighted throughout the year, though no genus aborted the season. Surprisingly, we found ourselves in unusually wet and
cold conditions for our final wind-up field trip.

Our shared lunch was held indoors with the warm fire being appreciated by all.

I wish to thank all club members for their continued hard work finding orchid
sites for upcoming field trips and supporting one another throughout the year.

Five field trips were held throughout the year involving 17 members and one
visitor.

One member participated in 5 trips;

Six members participated in 4 trips;

Two members participated in 3 trips;

One member participated in 2 trips; and
Seven members participated in one field trip.

Anna de Haan
SRG Branch Convenor

Scented Autumn Leek Otrc hid
2 i'd‘\‘(/p[]]"//lll)/ Sp. ‘early’ Photo — Annie Bowerman

SOUTHERN RIVERS GROUP
FIELD TRIP REPORT

Albany Wind Farm 6 May 2023

As a group we met at the wind farm for a short stroll along the nearby paths. Many White Bunny Orchids (Erochilus
dilatatus subsp. dilatatus) were sighted, the first of which were pollinated. The first very short Banded Greenhoods (Prerostylis
vittata) were flowering, whilst a large population of very healthy Slipper Orchids Cryprostylis sp. leaves were found.

We lingered awhile enjoying the ocean waves roll onto the beach below, however, there were no dolphins today. Morning
tea was enjoyed beside the shelter whilst we held our AGM and GM.

Across town to the loamy and sandy soils within the National Park we found one Leafless Orchid (Praecoxanthus aphyllus)
and many Red-lipped Bunny Otrchids (Eriochilus valens) flowering. Lunch was enjoyed beside the Kalgan River in warm
sunshine.

Heading north to bushland we went for a longer walk sighting lots of Hare Orchids (Leporella fimbriata). Again, the first
flowers had been pollinated. Eagle eyes also found the first Scented Autumn Leek (Prasophyllum sp. “early”) in tight bud
as well as the first signs of Hammer Orchid (Drakaea sp.) leaves.

A most enjoyable day out in the sunshine.

Anna de Haan
SRG Branch Convenor
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ADORP HAPPENINGS

Welcome to Kerry Giblett and Sherall Malingre who have recently joined the ADORP project and hope they will enjoy
helping out with surveys during the year. The first surveys of the season are just commencing and despite the predicted
dry winter it is hoped that the season will be a reasonable one. The dry autumn may affect some of the early flowering
species with reduced flowering numbers in some areas and may make for some quicker-than-usual surveys.

A number of preliminary surveys have been undertaken by some teams to evaluate likely areas to search during the season
with the hope of locating new populations or expanding existing populations.

Ongoing work to integrate the ADORP records into the DBCA database is now complete and it has been an eye-opening
exercise to see how the amount of ADORP data has added value to the DBCA database. This will enable many DBCA
staff who use these records to be better informed of Priority orchid locations and will assist in prescribed burn planning,
recreation activities, clearing applications and other management decisions.

Kevin Uhe

Northern Coastal Bunny Orchid (Eriochilus dilatatus subsp. ‘northern coastal’)

Many of you who have my recent book set will have noticed there are an additional two subspecies of Eriochilus dilatatus
included (E. dilatatus subsp. ‘eastern granites’ and E. dilatatus subsp. ‘northern coastal’). These are taxa that I consider to
likely be distinct but require additional field and Herbarium studies before they are officially named.

In order to obtain some of the required information I recently (8 May) drove up to the Cervantes-Jurien Bay area to take
a more in depth look at Eriochilus dilatatus subsp. ‘northern coastal’ which I knew grew in the area. It was a worthwhile
exercise as I found a large population growing in soil pockets on a rocky hill north of Cervantes. As plants were plentiful,
I was able to do a thorough examination of both leaves and flowers.

Around 80% of plants were in eatly to full flower with about 20% in seed and from this I was able to ascertain the species
reached its peak flowering in late April, early May. Plants had between one and six flowers with most in the one to three
range. Flowers were noticeably smaller than its nearest relative, Eriochilus dilatatus subsp. dilatatus, with petals being 5-7 mm
long and sepals 11-13 mm long versus 7-9.5 mm long and 14-20 mm long.

The leaves were also quite distinctive. When plants are in early flower, they are often bract-like and clasp the stem,
expanding as flowers mature. The leaves were on average noticeably smaller than those of E. dilatatus subsp. dilatatus in
being 15-32 mm long versus 23-50 mm long and often cupped laterally rather than being nearly always flattened.

I was glad I made the trip as I was able to ascertain there are indeed sufficient differences between this taxon and Eriochilus
dilatatus subsp. dilatatus to warrant treating it as a separate subspecies.

Andrew Brown

Most plants had between
one and three flowers
which were

smaller than

those of

Eriochilus

dilatatus

subsp.

dilatatus.

Even as it matures, the leaf is often cupped laterally. (Above left)

When plants are in early
flower the leaf is often
bract-like, clasping the
stem, (Above)
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As they mature the leaf can flatten out but is still usually
noticeably shorter than that of Eriochilus dilatatus subsp.
dilatatus. (Above right) All photos Andrew Brown




Speaking of Orchids: An art
exhibition presented by Leanne
White and Katie White at the
Leanne White Fine Art Gallery,
Nannup

12 to 27 August 2023

Introducing an upcoming exhibition
theme that WANOSCG members are
likely to seem a little fond of... Orchids!
The mother-daughter duo annually
present an exhibition at the Nannup
Flower and Garden Festival, exhibiting
the expressive watercolour play of
Leanne and detailed, botanical
illustrations of Katie.

Each year, they reflect on the time they’ve
spent together connecting in the
Australian bush and a theme emerges.
‘Speaking of Orchids’ is for the many
times that a conversation begins on one
path and ends up entirely focused on
orchids. ~ Whilst not  identifying
specifically as orchid-hunters, they both
seem to spend a lot of time ‘Speaking of
Orchids’.

Leanne is a full-time fine artist and
children’s book illustrator. Her artwork is
featured in print material and household
items, selling in shops all over Australia.
Leanne has lived and painted throughout
Western Australia from the Kimberley,
Pilbara to the lower Great Southern.

At present she has a gallery in Nannup. She paints organic, spontaneous watercolours, featuring botanicals and Australian
wildlife or large oil paintings on canvas, of Australia’s unique landscape. Leanne spends her spare time walking through
the natural environs, sketching, photographing, planning, collecting ideas for her artwork.

Katie is a botanist and emerging botanical artist who delights and revels in all things Australian wildflowers. She has been
a member with WANOSCG for just under a year, following great confusion when the southern population of Queen of
Sheba orchids (Thelymitra variegata) was reassigned to T. porphyrosticta.

The benefits for joining WANOSCG to keep up to date with taxonomic changes were clear. Katie currently works as a
private consultant through her own business Caladenia Co, keeping one foot in the world of science and the other foot in
the world of art.

Her artwork is a mechanism to better understand the differences between species, with careful study on key diagnostic
characteristics and parts of a species essential to her botanical illustration. The time taken to look and then draw her
botanical illustrations supports her understanding of the flora itself. Katie’s identity as a botanist and artist are inseparable.

Leanne and Katie will be guest speakers at the July WANOSCG meeting, chatting more on their process, and a sneak peek
at a few works and how their relationships with orchids are explored in this exhibition.

Photos above - Katie and Leanne recently hiking the Hakea trail, across the bottom of the Fitzgerald National Park. A
weekend revelling in the delights of a flora mecca on our back-doorstep. Being in May, only a few orchids were spotted...
a handful of snails and a single leafless orchid!
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Winter Spider Orchid — (Caladenia drummondii)

A field trip last week, to the northeast of Perth gave a taste of things to come in the 2023 orchid season. In the two
locations visited only a small number of the winter spiders were seen. However, as the season extends, we can look
forward to increasing numbers and more flowering locations over the next few weeks.

Caladenia drummondii is such a wonderfully unique orchid for a number of reasons. Several books devoted to the study
of Western Australian orchids describe the morphology of the species in some detail making it easy to assemble this little
photographic montage, highlighting a few of the characteristic features discussed in the publications.

An early flowering species, the Winter Spider is amongst the orchids that herald the start of the new season and see many
of us out and once again back to our favourite haunts. At present there are many photographs posted on social media,
some showing some interesting colour variations and insect visitation.

No doubt this is a great way to start the orchid season.

Lindsay Cahill

Caldenia drummondii
Winter Spider Orchid

Dorsal sepal

pollinium —— L m@:
e marginal frin,
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James Drummond
1787-1863
Botanist and collector

Short down swept lateral sepals

Indistingt camophores on tips of petals

" Down swept petals with /zepals
distinctive twisted tips
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small immature leaf
at flowering stage‘_" n

Pygmy Pollinators

On a lightening trip out to Kondinin and Dilling on 14 and 15 May,
with the plan to look for Corunastylis fuscoviridis, (\WA’s only Pygmy
Orchid), and specifically, its colour variations, I found more than
just orchids. It was a little late in the season but there were still
some nice pygmys around in fine bloom. They were still abundant
in the well-known spots, and I also managed to find Crinkle-leaved
Bunny Orchids (Erochilus dilatatus sabsp. undulatus). This short
article won’t be adding much to the greater body of scientific
literature on the subject, but I wanted to share a few images of some
pygmy orchid pollinators I discovered in photos after the trip.

Shout out for the legendary Robin Campbell who, year by year,
diligently looks out for the welfare of the pygmies in the area;
assisting those (who may not yet be aware of where they are
walking) with sentinel paraphernalia both natural and man-made -
thank you Robin!

As is often our experience it is only after downloading photos at
home and zooming in, I find little surprises. Apart from the very
coloutful visitor following, (couldn’t miss him/her) I only noticed
the others after looking a lot closer.

Releasing a fruity perfume, pygmy orchids usually attract small flies,
but other visitors obviously enjoy the odour as well. As you all
know, pygmy’s are just that, tiny in size, so it’s always a delight to
have creatures, who have symbiotic relationships with the orchids, Pygmy Orchid

revealed doing their own thing. Corunastylis fuscoviridis

k) g
Annie Bowerman Spot the pollinator
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HOBBYIST

Do you have a hobby that incorporates orchids?
Be it painting, needlecraft, ceramics or Lego®,
whatever your hobby, we would love to see your
work at our general meeting 20 September.

Email me at wanoscg.secretary@gmail.com
if you have any questions or are willing to
participate, the more the merrier.

Martina, Secretary.
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Carrabungup Road Upgrade

Nearly two years ago Eddy Wajon, in his capacity within the W.A. Wildflower group, alerted me that Murray Shire Council
had received Federal Black Spot Funding to make a more sweeping bend on this road from the existing nearly 90-degree
one in place, how they obtained the funding is beyond me because I've never seen any accident here in my lifetime; I use
this road often.

I went to see the Council in its offices in Pinjarra, as I knew Diuris drummondii grew amongst the trees on this bend; in the
year prior Mark Brundrett and I had counted in excess of 300 plants in flower. I also knew the orchid was listed as
Threatened which is covered by Federal laws.

Council staff said to me they knew all about the drummondii but their attitude was somewhat blasé. 1 was very unhappy
with the response, so I requested to talk to a more senior person and then his Conservation chief appeared. Much more
sensible conversation then took place, and I asked if we could have a site meeting with Council, Eddy, and Conservation
2 IC, Will Fowler DBCA Mandurah, and myself representing WANOSCG.

We met the following week on-site and were informed the plan was to cut down 37 trees on this bend which would have
completely destroyed the orchid habitat (the plants grow in well shaded seasonally wet areas.) I suggested a much better
plan would be to contact the farmer who owned the land on the inside curve of this bend a see if a 20-metre strip could
be purchased so none of the trees needed to be cut down, to our amazement Council agreed and in due course this is
what took place.

The project is complete now with its new sealed road and all the habitat is intact with the yellow “hockey sticks” still in
the original location. I have sent Murray Shire Council a message thanking them for agreeing to the compromise, pretty
sure they hadn’t understood what Threatened meant at the start of our discussions.

Ron Fauntleroy
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Ron Heberle Orchid Photos

“Ron Heberle Orchid Photos Western Australia” © Ron Heberle, Greg Heberle, Graham Bowden & Tony Watkinson
2006

This is a link to a publication I came across while researching orchid pollinators. I thought it might be of historical
interest to many WANOSCG members. Ron Heberle 1913 — 2004 became a noted orchid identity within native orchid
circles here in WA and nationally, having had Diwuris and Caladenia species named after him.

This publication includes a transcript of an interview with him that spans his life from school days and the dawn of his
interest in native orchids through war, to his substantial experience in orchid sightings and observations, and great
perseverance with photographic technique. It continues with a selection from his vast orchid photo (slide) collection
including orchid hybrids - his other great interest.

It also includes a tribute to Reg Allison, the then President of The Species Orchid Society of WA Inc. who, with Ron,
was a significant contributor to the group over the years.

Please note, this article was put together over 20 years ago and is based on Ron’s concepts and orchid names at the
time.

As a side note, did you know that Charles Gardner, the Government Botanist in 1928, was bestowed the name of the
wonderful Underground Orchid (Rhzzenthella gardneri) (plus a hospital) for simply being in the right time and place after
Corrigin farmer John Trott presented him with the specimen from his property?

How does Rhbizenthella trottii sound instead?

For copy & paste purposes:
https:/ /sites.rootsweb.com/~greghebetle/ AdobePDF/Books-PDFs/RonHebetleOrchidPhotos-Combined PDF

If neither links work, please contact me through WANOSCG.newsletter(@gmail.com. Please enjoy!
Editor

Left - Caladenea heberleana — Heberle’s Spider Orchid
Photo Annie Bowerman

Above — Diuris heberlei — Heberle’s Donkey Orchid
Photo — Ric Woodland
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Speaker for the WANOSCG June 21*° General Meeting
— Dr Noushka Reiter

Title: The Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Orchid
Conservation program

Dr Noushka Reiter is a Senior Research Scientist at the Royal Botanic
Gardens Victoria. Noushka’s research is focused on improving on-
ground outcomes for threatened species.

Noushka conducts ecological research on reintroductions, pollination
ecology, propagation of difficult to grow threatened species and their
mycorrhizal association.

Noushka  leads the Orchid Conservation  Program

i i rojects/orchid-conservation)
supported by many state government agencies, not-for-profit
organisations, industry partners and volunteers.

The RBGV Orchid Conservation Program is the world’s most
successful orchid conservation program as measured by successful rare
species introductions.

This success has been based on understanding the suitability of habitat prior to reintroduction (including pollinator and
mycorrhizal ecology), and unprecedented success at large-scale symbiotic propagation. Highlights include the successful
propagation of over 78 species of nationally endangered orchid and reintroductions for over 20 species of endangered
orchid species to 50 sites. Below Dr Reitet’s hothouse, above Rosella Spider Orchid (Caladenia rosella).
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Regional Field Trips

Upcoming Field Trips;

The upcoming Field Trips are:

1. Ravensthorpe Area; 20-23 June
Mel George has proposed a visit to the Ravensthorpe burn area during the week-days.

2. Hyden Area; July/August
Mel again has offered to organise a trip to see the Eastern Queen of Sheba (Thelymitra speciosa) and Eastern
Cutlylocks (T. maculata) around the Hyden area.
Dates to be confirmed for both trips once numbers of interested participants are known. Register with
possible dates suiting your attendance.

3. Diuris ID Field Trips x 4
John Ewing has done a great job at setting up a Field Trip and Educational moment for those wishing to
identify the Dzuris genus. The last bulletin had a separate article detailing the four trips he has proposed.
Again, dates to be confirmed for both trips once numbers of interested participants are known. Register with
possible dates suiting your attendance.
a. Late July (3" week) - 1 day trip to Moora, including a couple of side roads,
b. Eatly September (2* week) — 3-day trip up as far as Kalbarri — this will mean 2 overnights
c. Late September (4™ week) — 2-day trip to Augusta and returning via the wheatbelt one overnight
d. Mid-October (2™ or 3" week) — 3-day via Albany and a winding route home — 2 overnights
All dates to be confirmed one month before actual trip once interested party numbers are verified. o=

4. Noel Clarke Memorial Field Trips x 2

a. Peter Gee has agreed to lead another of these trips, and

b. Ric Woodland has also offered to lead some trips using the Noel Clarke data
dates for these are to August, September, October, and we will let you know in the next newsletter
finalised dates.

c.  We still have an opportunity for more field trips using the information from Noel Clarke’s records and
information and we are looking for people to lead a number of small trips to be organised, that retrace
his treks in memory of him, and to see if the interesting range of orchids found at those sites are still
there. The areas to be covered will be:

1. Shires of York, Beverley, and Brookton
ii. Can be held in the months of Aug/Sept/Oct with more than one trip possible here.
iii. Details of the area with GPS data, etc. will be supplied to the Field Trip Leader.

5. End-of-Year Trip
Andrew Brown has suggested we have the End of Year Trip happen in Albany and Walpole areas we have
proposed to set possible dates to be Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 Dec. Please add the dates to your diaries. The
interim plan is:
a. Meet at Bakers Junction Reserve at 10:45 a.m. on the Saturday morning and search the burn
b. Stay in the Walpole area that night (just over an hour and a half’s drive) and meet for dinner at 6 p.m.,
location to be decided.
c. Sunday, meet north of Walpole on Thompson Road in the morning and spend several hours in the
burn area. More detail and accommodation options will be supplied closer to the date.

Great we have some field trips on the go but don’t let this stop you from volunteering to be an FTL in your own area
that you would like to shate. If you are interested, then email me at fieldtrips.wanoscg@gmail.com with dates you
would like to participate in one of the trips or lead a trip, and I will confirm these with you once we have some
numbers of interest.

Note:
Just a quick note asking for help. When emailing me your interest to attend a Field Trip please include your contact
number and your emergency contact name and phone number in the email.

Happy orchid hunting and stay safe and keep those field trip ideas rolling in.
Graham W.

TiAlA' M MDA A dianenn
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Notice of WANOSCG June 2023 General Meeting

We hereby give notice that the next General Meeting of the Western Australian Native Orchid Study and Conservation
Group Inc (“the Group”) will take place at 7:30 pm on Wednesday, 21 June 2023.

Guest speaker will be Dr Noushka Reiter (Research Scientist, Royal Botanical Gardens Victoria).

Topic: The Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria orchid Conservation program

The location of the meeting will be in the Administration Building, 1 Kattidj Close, Kings Park WA 6005.

Bulletin Articles - Please send Bulletin contributions to the editor at
Wanoscg.newsletter@gmail.com.

Due date for articles for the July issue will be Friday, 30 June 2023.

In Memoriam
We wish to inform all members of the sad passing of Jean Long a WANOSCG Life Member.
Jean was elected to the committee where she served from 1974-1980 and again from 1993-1995, a total of 10 years. Jean
also served as Vice President 1975-1980. Jean was a tireless WANOSCG member and was awarded Life Membership in
1990.

Jean’s memorial service is to be held on the 9 June at 11 a.m. and anyone wishing to attend can email me at

wanoscg.secretary@gmail.com and I will inform you of the location.

Orchids Flowering this month JUNE - https://wanoscg.com/wp-
content/uploads/2023/05/2023-WANOSCG-06-Jun-Orchid-Flowering-Chartpdf
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