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The only constant is change

A new year starts and with it several changes.

A New Editor

lan Puddey is unable to continue this year and, in an effort to get something
out to members your President has attempted to cobble together a bulletin
of sorts.

In the meantime, Annie Bowerman has volunteered to have a go at editing
the bulletin from April onwards. However, because she is running a business
and working part time members will need to be very supportive in finding
and delivering content to enable Annie to successfully manage the role.

Meetings v Covid

To manage the likely impact of COVID in WA over the next few months as
well as dealing with venue COVID management requirements and recognizing
some of our members are in the high-risk category the AGM will be held on
Saturday 19 March outdoors at Tomato Lake in parkland to the west of the
lake. Further details to the left and in the email/letter accompanying the
bulletin.

Further there will be no general meetings for the month of March and April
as we determine the impact of the opening of the border. However,
arrangements are underway to have an informal zoom meeting in April with
a guest speaker.

Trust you are all looking forward to a great orchid season and we will be able
to test the oft heard comment that it is the year after a good winter that
produces a good orchid season.

WAN OSCG Email: wanoscg@gmail.com Website: www.wanoscg.com
Postal: PO BOX 323, VICTORIA PARK, W.A. 6979




Orchid of the Month — March

Cryptostylis ovata R.Br. (Slipper Orchid)

Slipper Orchid is a late flowering species that predominantly flowers through summer into autumn but in some areas
can start as early as late spring and in others continues into early winter. The species was formally named by Robert
Brown in 1810 from specimens collected near Albany in December 1801 and still occurs in that area today. The
scientific name ovata (egg shaped) refers to its large, oval leaves.

The species is found over a wide geographic range between Perth and Mt Ragged, growing in a variety of habits
ranging from forests and woodlands to coastal heath. It often occupies shallow soil pockets on granite outcrops and,
on occasions, can form clumps of plants on old tree stumps and the
upper sides of fallen trees that are covered in leaf and bark litter. The
accompanying photograph shows the orchid growing in a tree stump
near Pemberton.

It is the only south-west Western Australian orchid with a leaf that is
present all year round. All other species die back to dormant
underground tubers in the dry summer period and re-sprout following
autumn rains.

When in flower, plants can grow to over a metre high and have up to
15 (rarely to 40) green, yellow and red, inverted flowers (the labellum
is above rather than below the column) that are characterised by their
narrow petals and sepals and large, prominently-veined, flesh-
coloured labellum. The distinctive leaves which are on long stalks are
green on the front and purple-red on the back.

As flowers open one at a time, a tall plant with 15 or more flowers will
bloom for many months. | have seen plants in flower in January that
still have some fresh flowers when | have revisited them in April. |
have also heard of plants being found in flower in May and June,
though this is rare. This long flowering period is unique among south-
west Western Australian orchid species with at least some plants in
flower somewhere over 10 months of the year. Most other orchid
species flower over just a few months and a few over four or five
months throughout their range but none come close to Slipper Orchid.

All Australian Slipper Orchid species, including the Western Australian

species, are pollinated by male Ichneumonid wasps (Lissopimpla excelsa) which are lured by chemical attractants
emitted by the unusual flesh coloured labellum of the flower. Mistaking the labellum for a female wasp, the male
wasps attempt to mate with it and in doing so inadvertently remove or deposits pollen.

Following fertilisation, the resulting seed pods disperse a large number of fine, dust-like seeds only a tiny proportion
of which will germinate and grow into an adult plant. The species is however also capable of asexual reproduction
with plants multiplying from elongated fleshy roots emanating from the base of the leaf or leaves.

Andrew Brown
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President’s annual report 2021

We have worked our way through another COVID impacted year and while the impact hasn’t been as difficult as
many have experienced elsewhere it still gave the management committee a few issues to address.

As most you of you know after taking on President’s role last year, | was quickly out of action for some time with
health issues. Fortunately, we have a great bunch of people on the management committee donating their time and
energy to making WANOSCG happen. They did a great job in my
absence and then continued with their excellence when | managed to
get back on deck. A particular thanks to Ramén Newmann who, in my
absence, took on the Presidents role when he was probably looking
forward to a break after 4 years in the role.

ADORP continues to grow and has become the flagship of WANOSCG's
conservation contributions. A big thankyou to Kevin Uhe for
coordinating the program, collating the information, and then entering
it into the DBCA system. Also, a big thanks needs to go to all those
members who get out there and do the finding and counting (best bit)
and especially those who do the reports (not the best bit).

On other conservation matters WANOSCG provided support to DBCA
on a couple of occasions surveying for endangered orchids as well as
providing input into some land development proposals.

Frustratingly, and apart from the ADORP contributions, our
conservation approach remains piecemeal in the absence of a
Conservation Officer to identify and coordinate appropriate responses.

Another big thank you to lan Puddey for his efforts with the WANOSCG
Bulletin, taking content and presentation to extraordinary levels.

A special acknowledgement for Graham Warren for taking on the Field
Trip coordinator role and doing such a good job whilst being a relatively
recent member (less than 2 years) and new to the world of WA orchids.
Further thanks to those people who assisted Graham by identifying and
organizing trips and especially those who volunteered to be trip leaders
enabling lots more trips.

Field trips in 2021 was a great example of how quality coordination plus from a range of members can make
everyone’s job just that little bit easier and everyone’s enjoyment just a little bit better.

A couple of other highlights from 2021 was the fun and laughter from a couple of quizzes. The first, brilliantly put
together by Dave Lawson, was fun and an excellent learning process for identifying various orchids. The second was
just a massive laugh at one’s inability, on occasions, to take a decent photograph of orchids.

Not surprisingly | was the only nomination for President and therefore will be able to further develop aspects of fun,
facts, and fellowship that | want to further develop in 2022 by exploring different ways of running WANOSCG
meetings and field trips.

Looking forward to the orchid season and catching up with as many of you as possible.

Jon Warren
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ADORP Annual Report

2021 was another busy year with 308 reports being received with 55 of those being either new populations or sub
populations. The number of reports received is the highest number since ADORP commenced and highlights the
amount of work performed by the ADORP volunteers.

In 2021 a total of 6,637 volunteer hours were recorded, compared with 5,735 in 2020 which brings the total hours
since the project commenced to 30,083. A very special mention to Margaret Petridis who clocked up a cumulative
total of 2,000 volunteer hours during the year, Rob van Oosten who became the fifth person to reach 1,000 hours
and Roj Jones, Ron Fauntleroy, Brian Trainer and Adie Saunders who each reached 500 hours.

At the end of 2021 there were 79 registered ADORP members with 10 people joining during the year. New members
bring a new enthusiasm to the current groups and this will allow the possibility of new teams being formed during
the coming years.

During the year a Threatened nomination for Thelymitra variegata was prepared and submitted to DBCA to be
considered in the next round of nominations by the Threatened Species Scientific Committee. The data collected
from ADORP surveys by Graeme Walker was a crucial part of the submission which showed a sharp downward trend
in plant numbers.

It is hoped that the previous Threatened nomination for Thelymitra magnifica will be finalized in 2022 following a
delay caused by the implementation of the new Biodiversity Act. Further nominations will be prepared for those
taxa that have enough survey data and are known to have threatening processes that meets the necessary criteria
for a Threatened category.

Finally, as usual, many thanks go to all the ADORP participants who willingly give up many hours of their time to go
out and monitor some of our most at risk priority orchids. It is their work that makes this project the success it has
become.

Kevin Uhe

ADORP Coordinator
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2021 Past Field Trips and suggestions for upcoming Field Trips for 2022

Hi all, here we are again on the verge of another orchid hunting season and | have already had Elma Fudd saying he
not only wants to stop those pesky wabbits from damaging our flora but he is ready to find those allusive orchids as
weeeellll.

But seriously folks let us see what we got up to last year for field trips and then put our hats on to assess where to
next.

| have enjoyed my first year as Field Trip Coordinator and have really appreciated the assistance received from some
of the members. Hopefully they and many more members can provide support in 2022 so we have another great year
of field trips.

But first let’s review 2021 during which there were seven official trips as follows.

1.Eurardy Reserve, August, 566 km north of Perth

2. Thundelarra Station, August, 465 km north of Perth

3. Beekeepers Reserve, last days of August, near Eneabba

4. Wheatbelt Wandering, September, Corrigin, Kondinin and Kulin,

5. Walpole BioBlitz, Early October, Franklin State Forest west, assisting Walpole
Nornalup National Park Association by surveying for orchids in a wilderness area.

6. O’Brien Reserve, October, survey for Thelymitra dedmaniarum Perth Hills

7. Northcliffe, November, end of year Grand Finale.

For the 2022 season we are currently considering trips to a several likely locations.
They are not set yet and all other suggestions will be considered by myself and the
committee. Please note we also like to have local knowledge of the area so any
local volunteers to lead trips are welcome and deeply appreciated.

Trips under consideration are:

Collie, early to mid Oct, possible camping opportunity
Walpole post burn in BioBlitz area

Scott River

Yallingup in May — (Bunny orchid hunt)

Meelup and /or Boranup post burns

Possible other areas post burns after fires over summer

G O o5 9 [ =

Please don’t just read the list and go that will do, make our selection more challenging and give us more options to
consider by suggesting other possible trips. We are trying to keep our group numbers at a level that minimizes
impacts on the habitats and more trips with more people assisting as field trip leaders will allow that to happen while
giving lots of opportunities for members to meet and share the joys of orchid hunting.

Thank you to all our participants for 2021 and | look forward to a busy 2022.

Graham Warren

fieldtrips.wanoscg@gmail.com

WANOSCG ISSUE 1 - MARCH 2022




Overview of WANOSCG receipts and expenditures for 2021/22

2021/22 2020/21
Receipts 6176.00 5,139.31
Interest on Investments 910.40 1600.58
Expenditure 7453.14 5,062.81
Change in funds for year -1277.14 +1677.08

Above is a brief summary of WANOSCG'’s financial transactions and does not replace the audited accounts, they will be
presented at the Annual General Meeting as per normal. Major influences on the balance for 2021/22 included:

i) Increased expenditure on meeting-venue hire
ii) Payment for website maintenance
iiii) Lower interest rates in 2021/22

Jay Steer

WANOSCG Treasurer

WANOSCG Membership for 2021

On the 315t January 2022 WANOSCG had 206 registered members. This included 20 new members.

Membership Type

Life Members 9
Ordinary Family Members 96
Associate Family Members 9
Ordinary single Members 87
Associate Members 5

Fifty non-financial members, many of whom had failed to pay their Annual Fees in both 2020 and 2021, were removed
from the official register of WANOSCG members. There was one official resignation of Membership in 2021.

Jay Steer

WANOSCG Membership Officer
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WANOSCG Sightings Database — update

For those new to the Group, we have a database of native orchid sightings in WA as reported by our members. We

have over 26,000 sightings from the past 44-years (from Dec 1977 by Noel Clarke to Dec 2021 by Kevin Uhe) each with

species, location, plant count, date information and some with threats and habitat information as well.

The sightings data is stored in an Excel spreadsheet with cross references to known and up-to-date species names,
flowering times and locations providing an ability to help validate the entry data.

The information is used to, for instance, help plan field trips and inform various study and conservation activities, as
well as providing a historical record of where orchids have been found.

Some of the recent updates include cross checking the nominated nearest town to the sighting to the nearest town
based on the GPS reading of the given location. This is helpful in flushing out potential issues with the given GPS
readings or nominated nearest town. We can also now find orchid sightings within a given distance from a GPS
reading (or town) as well as being able to see what orchids there are in any given shire or district or date range.

Though we have sightings for most of the SW WA orchids, there are some we have yet to receive a report for. See the

list below.

This could be your opportunity to contribute to the database, so please see if you can send in a report!

Flowering| Flowering
Genus.Species - Common Name - Species Distribution ~| Start | Finish ~
Diuris sp. 'Northampton' Northampton Donkey Orchid Geralton to Kalbarri 1-Aug 15-Sep
Diuris sp. 'Scaddan’ Rock-Loving Donkey Orchid ~ Scaddan to Hyden 1-Jul 1-Sep
Diuris sp. 'South Coast' South Coast Donkey Orchid ~ Albany to Fish Creek 15-Dec 1-Feb
Diuris sp. 'Williams' Little Williams Donkey Orchid Williams area 1-Aug 1-Sep
Drakaea andrewsiae Lost Hammer Orchid Gnowangerup to Tunny 1-Sep 30-Sep
Drakaea sp. 'coastal plain' Heathy open forest on the coastal plain south of 1-Aug 31-Oct
Perth
Prasophyllum paulinae Pauline's Laughing Leek Albany to Two Peoples Bay 15-Sep 30-Oct
Orchid
Pterostylis crebriflora Darling Range Banded Darling Range near Perth with some scattered 1-Jul 30-Sep
Greenhood occurrences on the Swan Coastal plain
Pterostylis hadra Elusive Rufous Greenhood Pootenup area 7-Oct 22-Oct
Pterostylis neopolyphylla Mount Many Peaks snail Mount Manypeaks 1-Aug 15-Sep
Pterostylis saxum Stirling and Porongorup Ranges extending to 1-Aug 30-Sep
Northcliffe
Pterostylis sp. 'chocolate’ Chocolate Flowered Rufous  Karonie area 15-Sep 15-Oct
Greenhood
Pterostylis telmata Eastern Swamp Snail Orchid  Esperance to Israelite Bay 31-Aug 30-Sep
Thelymitra sp. 'Denmark’ Yellow Sun Orchid Denmark area 15-Oct 15-Nov
Thelymitra sp. 'late northern' Late Northern Scented Sun Sandplain shrubland and woodland between 30-Sep 15-Oct
Orchid Northampton and Nerren Nerren Station
Thelymitra sp. 'northern Northern Swamp Scented Sun Swamps between Perth and Bunbury 21-Sep 31-Oct

swamps'

Orchid

Sighting entries are ideally submitted on the standard Sightings Template (you should have received a copy of the
latest by email) which outlines what data is required etc.. If you don’t have the GPS readings, we can interpret them

from the location description. For those who can’t use the standard template, your records are still welcomed in
whatever format they are. So please send your data in.

Ramoén Newmann (Registrar)

WANOSCG
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Orchid taxonomy

A recent article in September 2021 edition of Novon (A journal for Botanical Nomenclature)
has changed the name of the recently named Pterostylis polyphylla to Pterostylis
neopolyphylla, neo meaning new.

This was a required change as Pterostylis polyphylla has been previously used by William
Colenso to describe a New Zealand species commonly called the Swamp Greenhood. The
New Zealand Pterostylis polyphylla has since been reduced to a synonym of Pterostylis
micromega which was named by Joseph Hooker in 1853.

Another name change is Diuris decrementa (Common Bee Orchid) which is now Diuris
decrementum. The name change was necessary as the Latin decrementum is a genitive noun
which means it retains its own gender in usage, hence the slight change of name.

Kevin Uhe

2021 Photography competition winners

The Challenge: WA native orchids named after WANOSCG Members

Many thanks for all the great entries to the 2021 WANOSCG Photo Comp.

The results were announced at the November General Meeting, and were as follows:

e Winner: Rachel Halls: Caladenia harringtoniae

o Named after Alison Harrington, a member since 1976 and past President
e Joint Runners Up:

o Ramoén Newmann: Caladenia startiorum

o Graeme Walker: Caladenia hoffmanii

Some of the statistics:

e 31 Target Species named after 24 WANOSCG Members
e 15 species entered in Photo Comp
e 34 Photo Comp Entries
e 10 from WA Regions
e 18 Entrants
e 5from WA Regions
e 38 Votes
e 14 from WA Regions

Ramon Newmann
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WANOSCG

First place Caladenia harringtoniae

Joint runners up

Caladenia startiorum Caladenia hoffmanii
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2022 WANOSCG PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION
A. Topic
Topic: “WA native orchid(s) growing in an unusual situation”.
Taken at anytime, anywhere.
The situation can be either a natural or un-natural situation.

For example, orchids growing in a gutter, in leaf litter on a shed top, on the roof of an old dumped car, the
ruins of an old house, in a discarded tin can in the bush ...............

B. Submissions
e Any Member current on the Submission Due Date is eligible to enter and/or vote.
e Only electronic submissions permitted:
1. ‘jpeg’ file format
2. File size: MIN: 150 Kbytes MAX: 5 Mbytes
e Two photos may be submitted per eligible Member.
e Author’s name, subject’s species name, approx. location taken, and date taken are to be provided with
each submission.
e All entrants give consent to have their entry published in the WANOSCG Bulletin, Website and/or
Facebook Page.
e Submission may have been taken at any time.
e Submissions must be emailed to wanoscg@gmail.com, or handed to a Committee Member.
e Submission Due Date: Entries must be received by 17 Oct 2022 (Mon before Oct GM due date)

e All valid entries will be placed in a special Oct/Nov 2022 Bulletin for voting on.
e Eligible Members are permitted a single vote, stating the selected photograph’s reference number.
1. by email to wanoscg@gmail.com
2. or by post to PO BOX 323, Victoria Park, WA 6979.
e All votes due on 14 Nov 2022 (Mon before Nov GM due date).
D. Winner
e Winner to be determined by the WANOSCG Committee (who may appoint Adjudicators) based on the
valid votes.
e Winner declared and prize presented at the Nov General Meeting due date, 16 Nov 2022.
E. Displays
e All valid entries to be displayed at the Oct GM (subject to COVID-19) and Oct/Nov Bulletin.
e Winning photo and runners-up to be displayed at the Nov GM and posted in the Bulletin, Website
and/or Facebook page.
F. Target Orchid Conservation and Protection Rule
e Due to the potential to damage habitat and plants, populations of orchids listed as Threatened should
not be visited for the sole reason of taking photos for this Photo Competition. If you otherwise happen
upon populations during your travels, as part of an ADORP team monitoring these plants or have
another official reason to visit populations you may submit photos of these species.
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Final field trip for 2021

Thelymitra mucida Caladenia brownii Pyrorchis forrestii

For the final WANOSCG field trip of 2021, 36 attendees made the trip down to Northcliffe for the weekend of 20-21
November. Everyone was spread out around Northcliffe, either camping or booking a room for a night. At Sid’s
bush camp (where a number of orchid enthusiasts camped), we were delighted to find a large number or orchids
available for us to hunt.

Our Saturday morning commenced by having a group gathering outside the Northcliffe Visitor Centre, where our
Field trip leader, Andrew Brown led us in convoy to multiple locations around Northcliffe, rewarding us with a total
of 28 species for the day, although some of these were still in bud or past their best.

Saturday’s highlights were Caladenia brownii, Thelymitra mucida, Thelymitra canaliculata (many beautiful shades
of blue, purple & metallics), Thelymitra cucullata and two different Thelymitra mucida hybrids. Chesapeake Road
saw us venture into swampy waters — sadly only with one Epiblema grandiflorum (that was still refusing to open
fully). In addition to the many orchids, we were also rewarded with Albany pitcher plants whilst at the Airstrip.

Our Saturday night get-together was an enjoyable night at the local pub where we all tucked into some good pub
grub and again enjoyed each other’s company. The kids in the group got to experience what ‘real’ computer games
looked like as we plugged in the sit-down 2 person table of Space Invaders and Galaga! Count on country pubs for
all round entertainment!

Sunday saw us on the road and heading towards Perth, but not without stops in Palgarup and Yornup. 22 species —
all in flower, was the bounty found for our final stops. Some of these were Caladenia radiata, C marginata, C
serotina x radiata, C nana sp unita, C longiclavata, Pyrorchis forrestii and Thelymitra benthamiana and T paludosa
(among many more beauties).

A great weekend to finish the orchid season! Thank you to all who made this weekend possible — your efforts are
applauded.

There were a few wet socks Thelymitra graminea — right Caladenia serotina x radiata
here, even with wellies next to our caravan

Words and Photos by Aly Mollica
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More photos of the trip from Ramoéon Newmann

Drakaea livida

Thelymitra villosa

Thelymitra canaliculata

© Ramon Newmann

Caladenia radiata

© Ramén Newmann

Thelymitra cucullata

© Ramon Newmann

Custard orchid capture




Species lists from final field trip

SATURDAY 20th LOCATIONS

GENUS SPECIES Borarra Airstrip LaneP BHillBrk Chesapeake
Caladenia brownii X X X

Corybas recurvus X S/pod/L

Drakaea glyptodon XFF

Drakaea livida X

Epiblema grandiflorum X bud
Elythranthera brunonis X

Gastrodia lacista X bud

Lyperanthus serratus X

Microtis media/media X X X

Microtis atrata X X X
Microtis cupularis X
Paracaleana disjuncta X
Paracaleana nigrita XFF X
Prasophyllum regium X

Prasophyllum sp. (brownii?) X bud

Pterostylis karri X

Pterostylis vittata X S/pod

Pterostylis turfosa XFF

Pterostylis recurva XFF

Thelymitra crinita X X

Thelymitra graminea X X

Thelymitra mucida X X

Thelymitra canaliculata X

Thelymitra vulgaris X

Thelymitra flexuosa X

Thelymitra cucullatta X

Hybrid graminea x mucida X

Hybrid crinita x mucida X

SUNDAY 21st LOCATION

GENUS SPECIES Palgarup Smart Road Seaton Ross Rd
Caladenia brownii X X X
Caladenia radiata X X X
Caladenia flava X
Caladenia marginata X X

Caladenia serotina X X X
Caladenia nana subsp. unita X

Caladenia longiclavata X

Hybrid radiata x serotina X X
Elythranthera brunonis X X

Elythranthera emarginata X

Leptoceras menziesii X

Microtis media/media X

Microtis atrata X

Microtis cupularis X
Prasophyllum regium X X
Prasophyllum fimbria X

Prasophyllum gracile X
Pterostylis glebosa X
Pyrorchis forrestii X

Thelymitra crinita X X X
Thelymitra benthamiana X X

Thelymitra graminea X

Thelymitra paludosa X

s- seed, L — leaf; FF finished flowering
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WANOSCG Web Site Update

There have been a few recent improvements and additions to the Group’s website. (www.wanoscg.com). Please

click on the underlined links to take you to the respective website page.

1. Anew Member’s Only Bulletin Index page has been added with an index to over 250 selected Bulletin
articles, with a link to the respective Bulletin Back Issue.

e All Members will have received the password in the email with this copy of the Bulletin. It will
be updated each year after club fees are due.
2. The Member’s Only Bulletin Back Issues list has been updated. Members have access to the most recent
Bulletins, including 2021; whilst non-members only have access up to the 2019 editions through the
Downloads menu.

3. The WANOSCG Field Trip procedures have been updated.
4. The Flowering This Month tables have been updated and moved to the Member’s Only area
5. The Photo Competition has been updated for 2022.
6. The Website photo library, under Scientific Names and Common Names, has also been updated but is
still looking for more photos of the following species:
Caladenia evanescens Semaphore Spider Orchid
Caladenia pholcoidea subsp. augustensis | Augusta White Spider Orchid
Diuris filifolia Cat’s Face Orchid
Diuris immaculata Little Esperance Bee Orchid
Prasophyllum paulineae Pauline’s Laughing Leek Orchid
Pterostylis hadra Elusive Rufus Greenhood
Pterostylis heberlei Heberle’s Bird Orchid
Pterostylis polyphylla Manypeaks Snail Orchid
Pterostylis saxum Castle Rock Snail Orchid
Pterostylis telmata Eastern Swamp Snail Orchid
Pterostylis tylosa Mt Chudalup Snail Orchid
Thelymitra frenchii Scarp Sun Orchid
Thelymitra xanthotricha Yellow Tufted Sun Orchid

If you have a photo that could be used on the Website, please email a jpg image to wanoscg@gmail.com or

directly to Noel Hoffman ( ) with the following format, if you possibly can:

e File name: genus species location name, date.jpg
o Eg. Caladenia serotina Canning Rd, 5 Nov 2005.jpg
e Full jpg image size (photos will be resized and cropped to suit the website)
e Confirm photographer’s name.
e |f you can not manage these format requirements, please still send in the photo along with the species,
location, date and photographer details.

Last but not least — if you have some good ideas as to how to improve the website, please email it to
wanoscg@gmail.com. This could include, for instance: errors; interesting Bulletin back issue articles not already
in the above index list; other useful downloads/links; orchid or club information....

Ramoén Newmann (Website Administrator)
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Noel Clarke’s Orchid Library

Since Noel Clarke’s passing away in Jan 2021, Michael Clarke has very kindly donated to WANOSCG Noel’s extensive orchid
related collection, including his photographic slides.

Noel was made a WANOSCG Life-Member in 1997 in recognitions of his tremendous contribution to the Group since joining in
1978 — serving in most committee positions, often more than once. As part of his study of WA’s native orchids, Noel kept
meticulous notes and took thousands of photographs in the field.

In the donated collection there are some 3,000 slides, 37 books, numerous papers, field trip notes, the biggest known
collection of WANOSCG Bulletins and various cross-referenced tables recording the sightings details of the orchids he observed
and photographed.

Noel effectively established what could be regarded as the early WANOSCG sightings database which formed the cornerstone
of an ACCESS database set up around 2008 by Christine and Tony Lock.

Today’s sightings database has over 26,000 entries, 6,800 of which are attributed to Noel — he is still by far the single biggest
contributor, with the second biggest attributed contributor being 3,500 entries.

Each of Noel’s 3,000 slides is labeled with a typed 4 number code representing the slide#, species ID, location ID and date. As |
now manage the WANOSCG Database, | have various original database spreadsheets which have enabled me to ‘crack’ Noel’s
slide code and thereby read the species and location information associated with each slide. Furthermore, by cross referencing
the early spreadsheets | have been able to update most of the species’ names used by Noel that are no longer current with the
last 20 years’ worth of name changes.

700 of the 3,000 slides have now been scanned with the view to having a representative photographic sample of each of the
species photographed by Noel.

Five photos from Noel’s collection have been included in this Bulletin— representing four currently recognised Queen of Sheba
species from different parts of SW WA. All are the subject of current molecular studies to determine their relationships with
one another.

The photos include Thelymitra variegata from Capel and Binningup, two areas where they have not been seen for a number of
years; T. sp ‘south coast’, a species which until recently was also considered a form of T. variegata, from around Albany; T.
speciosa from more eastern areas; and T. pulcherrima from the north of Perth. Conspicuous by its absence is a photo from the
Bunbury area representing what may be the last remaining, and threatened, T. variegata population.

Many thanks to Noel Clarke’s family for donating such a wonderful collection of WA native orchid material.

Ramén Newmann (Registrar)

T. variegata - Binningup
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T. variegata - Capel

T. sp.- South coast Albany

T. speciosa - Ongerup

T. pulcherrima - Cataby
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