


 

Message from the President 

by Ramón Newmann 

What a start to the year!  
Though WANOSCG is in a caretaker mode at the moment, the Committee continues 
to function with the aid of a bit of technology, so WANOSCG is still ticking along. 
 
Last week the Committee held a meeting using video conferencing – once we 
overcame a few teething problems we got through the agenda covering off a few 
key points. 
 
One of those key points was the makeup of the 2020 Committee. Though we have 
not been able to hold an AGM due to the current COVID-19 restrictions, the 
Constitution allows for the 2019 Committee to continue until we are able to have 
an AGM.  
We have had two Committee resignations (Margaret Petridis and Jon Warren), 
however the Committee can appoint replacement Committee Members if any 
vacancies arise. To this end, Bill Gaynor has been appointed as an Ordinary 
Committee Member, and at the same time we also appointed Nathan Piesse as the 
Facebook Administrator to succeed Lyn Alcock. Thanks to Lyn for her service 
running the Facebook page. Both Bill and Nathan submitted Nomination Forms 
ahead of the due date. So, we are up-and-running! 
 
The 2020 membership subscriptions are due now of course; however, we do 
recognise that paying them now may be a challenge for some Members. If you can, 
please do pay now, but if you are unable, we will still keep sending the 2019 
Members any material or communications until the crisis is over. We do not want 
to lose touch with our Members. 
 
It is heartening to hear how individuals and groups are stepping up to help others 
during these difficult times. I would love to hear from you all as to how, during these 
times, WANOSCG may be able to support its Members, their communities, and the 
orchids of course. Just send a note to me, a Committee Member, or the 
WANOSCG@gmail.com email address and the Committee will consider the ideas. 
 
Group field trips are off the agenda; however, individuals may have an opportunity 
to visit some orchids later in the year, consistent with Government health directives. 
Kevin Uhe is putting together a list of recent burns which some Members may be 
able to investigate as and when circumstance allow. 
 
To end on a brighter note, we would like to announce the winner of the 2019 
WANOSCG Award – Margaret Petridis! You will be able to read more about what 
Margaret has done to deserve this award in the Bulletin – but I think that most of 
you already know about the great contribution she has made to WANOSCG over a 
number of years. Well done Margaret. 
 
I would also like to thank Rachel, our Editor, for putting together this Bulletin under 
such a trying time! 
 
Don’t forget to let me know what you think that WANOSCG can do to best support 
our Members, and make sure that you keep in touch with the latest 
communications from the Government, and always follow their advice and 
directives. 
 

Ramón Newmann 
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