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The Committee 2020 – By Pat Richards 

 

                   

                

                

               

             

              

          

 

              

            

            

              

             

             

              

 

               

            

             

        

            

        

                 

               

               

             

             

            

        

 

              

             

                

                

            

       

 

With the orchid season in full flow it’s easy to forget that the end of the year is 

fast approaching and with it a reminder that we need to have plans in place for 

next year.  Consequently, we need to be mindful of the fact that the smooth 

operation of WANOSCG is in large part due to the dedicated input and 

experience of the group’s officers on the committee.  The committee meets 

once a month throughout active months of the group year (March to 

November) with a major planning meeting taking place in February ahead of 

the main season.   
 

The committee is made up of ten members, five of those members holding 

formal office positions, i.e. president, two vice-presidents, the treasurer and 

the secretary, plus five ordinary committee members.  In addition to their 

designated committee positions, most of the ten also hold subsidiary 

positions.  Committee membership is a requirement for some of the subsidiary 

positions, e.g.  - ADORP leader, membership administrator and database 

administrator must also be committee members, but it is not mandatory for 

the Bulletin editor, metropolitan field trip coordinator, etc, to be on the 

committee. 
 

Some of the committee members are now looking to stand down.  These 

include in particular your president, Ramón Newmann, who played an 

enormous role in navigating the treacherous waters leading up to registration 

of our group under the new Associations legislation, Margaret Petridis, long-

time committee member and enthusiastic field trip leader, and vice-president, 

Jon Warren, who also fulfilled the subsidiary membership administrator 

position interviewing prospective new members and keeping track of their 

details.   These officers have put in several years of dedicated and enthusiastic 

effort in shaping WANOSCG and are now looking to pass the baton to their 

successors.  The subsidiary role of conservation officer has not been filled this 

year, with the group instead relying on various members around the state to 

monitor particular locations from a conservation point of view.  Christine Lock, 

who has coordinated small groups visiting reserves in the Perth metropolitan 

area has also tendered her resignation for that position.   
 

Thus, we are looking for upcoming and enthusiastic members to fill these 

vacancies and are inviting expressions of interest from members to fill various 

positions on the committee for 2020.  If any members feel they can provide 

input to the ongoing success of our group by stepping up to fill any of the 

committee and/or subsidiary positions as appropriate, please seek information 

from Ramón Newmann or a member of the committee directly or by email to 

wanoscg@gmail.com. 
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ADORP News by Kevin Uhe 

 ADORP surveys are now well and truly underway in many cases and it is pleasing 

that a few new populations have been discovered this year despite the dry 

conditions being experienced in most areas.  

Whilst in most cases plant numbers are down this year most populations are 

still recording reasonable numbers and in a few cases an increase in plants.  

Some ADORP teams have been assisting DBCA Conservation Officers with 

surveys of Threatened species and gives a greater degree of co-operation 

between both organisations. Thanks to those teams who have spent time 

assisting DBCA in these surveys. 

 

Octogenarian Night 
 

The October general meeting has traditionally been dedicated to celebrating 

our long-time members who have reached the grand age of 80 and beyond, 

i.e. who are “octogenarians”.  At last count we had 15 such octogenarians in 

our group (at least one of whom is actually a “nonagenarian”).  All our 

members are therefore invited to join us at the general meeting on the 16th 

October when, following the formal parts of the meeting and the presentation 

by Chris French, those most senior of our members who attend will be fêted 

with a special cake. 

 

The WANOSCG Award 
 

Those of you who have been with our group for some years will be aware that 

we have from time to time singled out a particular individual for recognition 

as having contributed in an exceptional way to the ongoing success and 

purpose of our group.  Award winners in past years have been noted as having 

gone above and beyond in their dedication to furthering the study of our 

native orchids and their conservation.  Therefore, if you feel you know a 

shining star who fits these criteria, please take a little time to speak to Ramón 

Newmann or a member of the committee with a view to nominating the 

member for such an award. 
 

Membership News with Jon Warren 
 

Two new members have joined us over the past month. 

 

The first is Monica McMichen who has a lot of history with orchids going back 

to her work in Columbia managing a private collection and then time at Kew 

gardens. The second is a Nathan Piesse who is a pretty good photographer of 

all things nature especially birds and orchids.  

 

Interesting fact - The club currently has 226 members with 103 of those 

members from outside the Perth metropolitan area including 20 from 

eastern states and two from overseas.  
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