










 

“Your Orchid Story” with Marina Karyagina 

How many years have you been a member of WANOSCG?  
Since 2012 
 
How did you first become interested in orchids?  
I always liked looking at cultivated orchids (my husband does grow some) but I 
did not realise that there were ‘wild’ orchids in Australia. I thought orchids only 
grow in exotic places with rain forests. I lived in Australia for 17 years before I 
discovered orchids. It was only when we moved to Boddington in 2009 that I 
finally stumbled upon these beautiful plants. Once when we were collecting 
firewood, we saw some beautiful yellow flowers. I asked my husband what they 
were but he did not know. I said they looked suspiciously like miniature orchids 
(there were cowslips, of course). Several trips to Dryandra around the same time 
resulted in a number of ‘flowers’ we did not know the names of. I found it 
frustrating not to be able to name flowers we found. So, I bought a few books, 
one of which was Bob Liddlelow’s book on WA orchids and very soon became 
addicted. 
 
Which orchid is your favourite and why?  
Spider orchids, sun orchids and most of the leek orchids are all my favourites, but 
anything new or that I have not seen for a while is fun.  
 
Are there any orchids left on your bucket list to find and if so, which one(s) are 
you most interested in finding?  
I’ve ticked over 200 species but there is plenty more to go. I have not seen a 
Caladenia huegelii yet. I would also like to see spiders from the Caladenia 
hoffmanii complex and Pink salmon orchids (Thelymitra antennifera x T. 
petrophila). 
 
What’s the furthest distance you’ve driven in a day or on a trip to see a 
particular orchid?  
Ohh, I am not as crazy as some.  I have a rule. If the round trip is longer than 300 
km, I will stay overnight. If it is longer than 600 km, I will stay a couple of nights. 
This is because I like to wander around quite a bit, not just drive there, take a 
photo and go back.  
 
Do you have a favourite memory from any group or personal field trips that you 
would like to share? 
Finding my first spider orchid. I have been using Bob Liddlelow’s book to look for 
orchids for a couple of seasons and found a few but no spiders among them. I 
started to despair and think they were a myth. But then, on one of our trips to 
Dryandra, we stopped on the way to Congelin Dam and wandered around in a 
totally inhospitable habitat (this is what I thought, anyway, being used to lush 
European forests). There were a few blue fairies and a few sugar orchids and then 
finally there it was, my first spider orchid. It was a primrose spider (although I did 
not know that at the time). I stood on my knees next to it admiring it from all 
angles. My family was not impressed. I always wonder why these flowers have 
such a hold on some people but not others? Not everyone?  
 
As a member of WANOSCG, what’s your ultimate goal for the organization or 
is there anything in particular you hope to see achieved over time?  
I do hope we continue on the orchid conservation path. We are getting so much 
joy out of the orchids; we have to make sure they survive and are protected. 
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