


























“Your Orchid Story” with Katerina Hhnédkovska

How many years have you been a member of WANOSCG?
Briefly, since end of 2016.

How did you first become interested in orchids?

During my frequent walks in a small bush within a walking distance from our house, |
found some wildflowers | suspected were orchids. | started to gather information
about them as | was curious as to what they are and my interest has since grown.
Together with my husband Lubomir, we started making day trips (and later weekend
or even a week-long trips) to see if we could find more. This has become our regular
weekend routine, expanding the radius of our searches to more distant places.

Which orchid is your favourite and why?

Spider orchids in general is my favourite genus as they are so unique. Caladenia
corynephora (Club-lipped spider orchid) is probably the one | like the most and | first
got to see it last year near Northcliffe.

Are there any orchids left on your bucket list to find and if so, which one(s) are you
most interested in finding?

Definitely! There are still so many | didn’t get to see, e.g., the Shy spider orchid. If |
were to single out only one of them, it would be the Rhizanthella gardneri (Western
underground orchid). Tried a couple of times but no luck (and lack of experience).

What’s the furthest distance you’ve driven in a day or on a trip to see a particular
orchid?

A day trip to Margaret River (500+ km roundtrip) to find the Potato orchid. Mission
successful, plus some unexpected hybrids C. falcata x infundibularis.

Do you have a favourite memory from any field trips that you would like to share?
We didn’t participate in any of the organized field trips, but in one of our outings in
the Eneabba region we bumped several times (in three days) into the group of
WANSOCG members on a field trip which was completely coincidental and funny as
well. “Now who is following who?” asked one when we met them again on our way
back home. Memorable.

As a member of WANOSCG, what’s your ultimate goal for the organization or is
there anything in particular you hope to see achieved over time?

The habitat preservation/protection is probably the most valuable goal to be
pursued. Anything accomplished in that direction is a success. As a second comes the
sharing, disseminating and preserving the knowledge about our orchids.

A huge thanks to Katerina for sharing her story with us.

If you would like to help out and volunteer your orchid story for the next issue,
please email your interest to wanoscg.newsletter@gmail.com

















