


“Your Orchid Story” with Kevin Uhe

As winner of the 2018 WANOSCG award, Kevin kindly agreed to be part of a new
section of the bulletin to get to know our members.

How many years have you been a member of WANOSCG?
| joined in May 2009 so coming up for ten years.

How did you first become interested in orchids?

My mother always had an interest in orchids and would always point them out when
we were out in the bush. My real interest came when my sister gave me an orchid book
for my birthday in 2008 which rekindled my interest.

How did you get involved in ADORP?

Margaret Petridis and | joined the ADORP program when it was first formed in 2011
and adopted Caladenia cristata which | had never seen at that time. It was a very good
chance to become involved in the conservation side of orchids and to learn about the
populations, habitats and threats.

Which orchid is your favourite and why?

Very hard to pick just one out of the whole array but my favourite would be any of the
snail (nana) complex. They are not as showy as many of the other orchids but they have
a certain charm about them. It is an interesting challenge to find all the different ones
and try to learn more about their habitats and study the different species. See Kevin’s
picture (right) of Pterostylis glebosa.

Are there any orchids left on your bucket list to find and if so, which ones?

| think I have around twenty-two still to find but that is quite subjective given that new
orchid taxa are being named each year and others are awaiting detailed taxonomic
study to see if they are different enough to be formally named.

What'’s the furthest distance you’ve driven in a day or on a trip to see an orchid?
The longest trip | have done is a toss-up between Toolina Cove and Eyre Bird
Observatory which are both out on the Nullarbor and take over two days’ driving to
get there. But it was a good chance to see some of the more remote orchids in a
completely different habitat.

Do you have a favourite memory from any field trip that you would like to share?
Many highlights over the years but if | had to pick one it would have to be the
Northcliffe fire when the group hired a four-wheel drive bus to go to Fish Creek through
a large burnt area. It was the chance to explore many areas that most people would
not get to see, together with some special finds.

As a member of WANOSCG, what’s your ultimate goal for the organization or is there
anything in particular you hope to see achieved over time?

My goal for the organization would be to continue to support the ADORP program as |
see this as a great opportunity to assist in the conservation of orchids. The program
has proved to be of great benefit to date and enables members to become involved in
front line surveying to see some of our rarer orchids in the wild.

Thanks to Kevin for being the first interviewee.
If you would like to help out and volunteer your orchid story for the next issue,
please email your interest to wanoscg.newsletter@gmail.com



“What’s in a Name?” by Andrew Brown

Naming of new orchids:

At the last WANOSCG meeting, we were asked why it takes so long for new orchid
species to be named and how the group can help facilitate and speed up the process.
In this article | will attempt to answer both these questions but before | do, | would like
to assure WANOSCG members that they are probably one of the best catered for
groups in WA when it comes to the prompt naming of new plant species. In the last 20
years no less than 257 new orchid taxa (species and subspecies) have been formally
named in WA, many of these discovered by WANOSCG members. This is over half of
the 496 currently recognised WA orchid taxa and has been achieved by just ten
researchers.

What is required to name an Orchid?

The naming of a new orchid species is not a simple matter of finding something that
appears a bit different and then naming it. It requires research and careful
consideration and is only possible following detailed literature, herbarium and field
studies, these often taking many years to complete.

Before you can name an orchid, you must have a good working knowledge of all related
named species along with any that have been reduced to synonymy. Without this
knowledge you could inadvertently name something that has already been named.

You must then conduct herbarium studies to see if your new species is included in
collections. Often, when specimens are collected and housed in herbaria, they are
placed with species that they are most closely allied to. They are considered forms
within the natural range of variation of that species. Specimens matching the new
species may therefore be included with one of the named species. Knowing what your
new species is related to will help you decide which specimen folders you will
concentrate on. You will also need to check through all of the sp. folders. These are
folders containing specimens that do not appear to match named species. Sometimes
collections held in other States and even other countries need to be examined, though
this is often not necessary.

You must undertake field trips, preferably over a number of years, to study your new
species and obtain an understanding of its habitat, how widespread it is, when it
flowers and when it sets seed, and any variation in morphology in and between
populations. You will also need to research what your new species is related to and
how it differs. You will notice | have not discussed using genetics to differentiate
between species as this is the subject of an article in its own right and is not a
prerequisite to naming new species.

The new species should be found in pure populations, preferably more than one, and
should also occur over a reasonable geographic range. Though | do understand that
this may not always be possible, particularly in highly cleared areas where much of its
former habitat may have been removed. Nevertheless, finding a few plants with
flowers that look a bit different in an otherwise relatively pure population of a named
species is not enough to warrant naming them as a new species. Likewise, finding just
one colony of plants is not generally considered enough evidence either. The colony
may represent a clone of an unusual variant rather than a new species.

Article continues on next page...
































