


 

Orchidaceous adventures in Madagascar by Jean-Michel Hervouet 

 
Our September General Meeting brought a special couple of guests from France, Jean-Michel Hervouet and his wife. Jean-
Michel gave an exciting presentation on the orchids of Madagascar and the adventures involved in sighting many species. 
He has kindly provided us with a summary of his talk as outlined below. Jean-Michel would also like our membership to 
know that they were enchanted by the welcome they received from WANOSCG and thoroughly enjoyed their Western 
Australian holiday. During their stay they managed to see an astonishing 112 species of terrestrial orchids which was a 
huge record in a lifetime of orchid hunting. They will be celebrating this record with champagne in their new WANOSCG 
Caladenia glasses. 
 

From left: Cryptopus dissectus (thought to be extinct, rediscovered in 2010), Cynorkis uniflora and Cynorkis christae (the largest 

Cynorkis of Madagascar, recently described) 

Jean-Michel Hervouet with the King of Bara-Antsa people in 2010 

Madagascar was isolated for around 80 

million years and has subsequently 

developed into a biodiversity hotspot. It 

is comprised of endemic trees (Baobabs, 

Didieraceae), mammals (lemurs), reptiles 

(chameleons) and orchids (around 1000 

species) while the nearby continent of 

Africa which is 40 times larger in area, 

only harbours 2000 species of orchids. As 

a consequence, 85% of the orchids of 

Madagascar are endemic. The country is 

currently ravaged by the slash and burn 

culture, the plundering of national parks 

and generally speaking corruption. 

Jean-Michel presented a variety of photos of landscapes, animals and the people of Madagascar. The French Orchid 
Society has been conducting field trips to the island since the year 2000. It consists of more than 30 trips involving a total 
of 75 participants. The conditions are often difficult as the network of roads is in bad state and because the trips are 
conducted mostly in the rainy season. The field trip objectives have been to find what is remaining of the 1000 species of 
orchids already described, and to identify potential new reserves. So far, about 450 species have been located on these 
trips. Jean-Michel presented the various genera in Madagascar (including Bulbophyllum - 209 species, Angraecum - 140 
species and Cynorkis - 131 species). It is remarkable that the largest existing Cynorkis has been only described recently in 
2017. Jean-Michel showed members photos of orchids in their habitats, in some of the best spots in the country: Mount 
Ibity, Andringitra Massif, Ranomafana National Park with an emphasis on the Mountain of the Dead (Ambondrombe - not 
a reserve but protected by taboo). The French Orchid Society has identified 125 species of orchids so far at the Mountain 
of the Dead.  Lastly, the Ambodiriana forest was presented. Jean-Michel is also the Vice-President of an NGO protecting 
this latter forest on the East coast of Madagascar. This 240 hectare lowland forest boasts 100 species of orchids, including 
at least 6 that are still undescribed.  
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