










 

Orchids of the Mandurah-Peel District Continued… 

Kooljerrenup NR, like Island Point is an orchid hotspot in the Mandurah-Peel district. Whilst there is much similarity 

with the orchid flora in these two areas, there is also some difference. Each year, at a site off Heron Point Road, a colony 

of Caladenia cairnsiana flower. Nothing unusual in the lower south, but anywhere north of Bunbury, C. cairnsiana 

generally only appear the year following a summer burn. With some members of WANOSCG, we have been involved 

with DBCA in monitoring the Caladenia huegelii and other orchids for the past two years in this reserve. Offset funding 

from Banksia woodland clearing on the proposed Perth-Darwin Highway has enabled this survey work and has 

contributed to finding more sites of both C. huegelii and C swartsiorum. About three years ago I had an exciting find at 

Kooljerrenup, the first recorded siting of the endangered hammer orchid, Drakea elastica. Since then a few more sites 

have been found. Paracaleana hortiorum often grows close by. Many sun orchids are found here including Thelymitra 

crinita, T. macrophylla, T. graminea and a beautiful pink variant possibly of T. macrophylla. Late in the orchid season, 

Caladenia serotina and Microtis alba grow in close proximity. 
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