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The only down side to the day was the 
embarrassment of myself getting bogged whilst 
endeavouring to make room for all to park and 
leave the track clear within Wambyn Reserve.  
Fortunately, with enthusiastic helpers, the 
problem was quickly righted.  In providing a 
requested report to DBCA of the orchids that 
we found in the reserve I admitted my guilt to 
Catherine (my contact) and she expressed her 
appreciation of our honesty. 

Whilst agreeing to lead this field trip, both 
Debbie and I took it on with some trepidation, 
but found it to be a most rewarding experience.  
Thanks to John Ewing for his assistance. 
 

 

North-west of Pingrup, 26 August 2018 – Terry Dunham 

Recently, I ventured to a few orchid 
locations near my home farm where 
I grew up as I had been keeping an 
eye on a few Caladenia leaves in 
the area over the last three years.  
Last year, I didn’t get the chance to 
see what the new leaves were but 
had a fair idea of what they would 
be. 

I headed for the salt lakes nearby 
and saw many ballerina spider 
orchids (Caladenia melanema) in 
flower, along with a few clown 
orchids (Caladenia roei) growing in 
amongst them, as well as midget 
greenhoods (Pterostylis mutica) and 
cowslip orchids (Caladenia flava). 

Wandering around the back of the 
lakes amongst the tall trees, I visited  
the three leaves I had been 
watching and “Wow!” they were 
Williams’ spider orchid (Caladenia 
williamsiae), one finished and two in flower.  They were growing in the hard sandy areas between the 
lakes.  I then headed to visit the other five plants growing nearby (also C williamsiae) and saw that they 
were finished flowering.  Then, up the road behind our old farm, where I had found three more last year, I 
saw they were still in bud, probably a week or so away from opening. 

Overjoyed at there being several more in the area, I headed north to an area where I stopped to check 
on some tall blood spider orchids (Caladenia filifera) and, near them, close to the bitumen road, was 
another C williamsiae in flower, growing in the leaf litter under the gall gum trees (28 km away from the 
other 11).  That made a total of 12 plants over a wide area.  I believe that many years ago before land 
clearing, they must have been a widespread species, now restricted to two locations hundreds of 
kilometres apart.  I don’t doubt, however, that there are more to be found in reserves across the country 
areas now that we have new orchid enthusiasts out there hunting on a daily basis most weeks. 

Williams Spider Orchid (Caladenia williamsiae) 
 leaf and habitat 
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Ian Greeve’s Northern Camping Trip, 25 August to 1 September – Margaret Petridis and Kevin Uhe 

We met at the Bindoon Bakehouse on Saturday, 25 August and, after a coffee, headed north to 
Wannamal where we found the Caladenia hiemalis-like Caladenia sp ‘Bindoon’, C lorea, C flava subsp 
flava, Diuris refracta, Thelymitra antennifera and a single plant of Pterostylis platypetala. 

At another location north of Mogumber we added C exilis subsp vanleeuwenii, Diuris magnifica and 
Pterostylis ectypha to our list. 

At Caron Dam we saw hundreds of Caladenia dimidia, many C hirta subsp rosea, Pheladenia deformis, 
Diuris hazeliae and Pterostylis sp ‘inland’, then headed to Perenjori where we set up camp in the caravan 
park for three nights. 

On Sunday morning we found Caladenia incensum, 
C dimidia and a beautiful C incensum x roei hybrid in 
bush within the Perenjori township.  We then went out to 
the West Perenjori NR and added C roei, C flava subsp 
maculata and Pterostylis scabra to our growing list.  

As the day warmed up, we travelled out to Orchid 
Ridge, discovered by Stuart some 20 years ago on 
private property.  There we saw a lovely display of 
Thelymitra petrophila, some T antennifera and the 
beautiful crimson, pink and apricot hybrids between 
them.  Also found were Cyanicula amplexans and 
Caladenia petrensis, as well as other previously seen 
species.  At the Lake Monger lookout, some Pterostylis sp  
‘rufa’ buds were seen before we returned to Perenjori.  

On the Monday morning we drove out to Camel Soak and met up with Eric and Sonja who were 
camping there.  They showed us the orchids they had found and so we added Caladenia doutchiae, 
C mesocera, C remota subsp parva (the Perenjori spider) and Prasophyllum gracile to our list.  Another 
C incensa x roei hybrid was found in a bunch with eight buds near the rock.  Stuart then took us to 
another large granite rock complex nearby where we enjoyed exploring and finding good numbers of 
previously seen orchids.  Eric found a different donkey which we identified as Diuris pallescens. 

That night we all had dinner together at the Perenjori Hotel and celebrated a birthday and an 
anniversary, while enjoying good food and company. 

On the Tuesday we headed further east to Charles Darwin Reserve (CDR) and spent five hours driving 
around some of the designated tracks and stopping at granite areas to look for orchids.  At our second 
stop we were excited to find some buds of Cyanicula fragrans near some low granites. Overall, we found 
12 orchid species and one hybrid on CDR. 

We continued east to the Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) property at Mt Gibson sanctuary to find 
our camping area for the next two nights.  We survived some very wet and windy weather during our stay 
and found 16 different species, including Caladenia incrassata in flower, Spiculaea ciliata leaves and 
buds, and two Caladenia hybrids.  

On the Wednesday evening we were given a very interesting presentation on the work AWC are doing 
Australia-wide to re-introduce threatened and rare mammals to fenced areas on their properties.  They 
are having good success at eradicating feral animals and increasing populations of the threatened 
animals. 

The following day we headed north from Mt Gibson towards Paynes Find and stopped at a low shrubby 
damp area.  We were excited to find Caladenia incrassata in large numbers, some in clumps of four to 
eight plants and others in loose groups.  Iain M was pleased to find some pale green Caladenia 
pachychila under a shrub, with nine plants in flower. 

At the next stop we spent over an hour searching for Cyanicula fragrans and eventually Kevin found two 
small buds.  Ramon found some rufous greenhoods in bud and then Kevin found some in flower.  They 
were a spathulata type and quite small plants.  From there we drove to Ninghan Station for our final two 
nights of camping. 

Orchid hunting at Perenjori 

Im
ag

e 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f R
am

ón
 N

ew
m

an
n 







7 
 

Frankland Reserve, Frankland River townsite – Jim Parry has confirmed that information that this 55-ha 
reserve, currently Crown Land, has 87 orchid species in the area and nearby golf course.  Protection status 
does need to be investigated and if possible upgraded to Nature Reserve.  WANOSCG and Green Skills 
data bases confirm the large number of sightings.  The Shire of Cranbrook and DBCA Narrogin are the first 
contacts for this action in the near future.  One ongoing positive is the tourist potential for the area which is 
open woodland with good access. 
Bowelling Curves orchid rescue – It is not likely that any further action will take place on this matter due to 
the small numbers of orchids located in the initial survey. 
Donovan Street Reserve, Augusta – A meeting between DFES and the interested parties took place two 
weeks ago, but no report has emerged yet.  Maybe no news is good news?? 

New Projects 
Armstrong Street Dunsborough – New Aged Person development. 
This is proposed for a bush block and concerns have been raised about 
orchid populations.  The latest news from Brian Trainer is good:  

“The number of orchids in bud in the area designated in Armstrong 
Reserve (Crown Land) is impressive.  Helped along by good rains. 

“Good news is that Natasha Moore DBCA will evaluate a survey over the 
flowering period and advise on steps that may be possible to manage 
these plants prior to project proceeding.  We are in a position to provide 
the sequential monitoring and look forward to providing accurate data. 

“Yesterday Quenda activity was present near orchids.  Possum activity 
was also evident.” 

Marri Park Dunsborough – More good news from Brian: 
“A planned footpath to increase safety for schoolchildren attending a 

local school will involve bulldozing a portion of Marri Park verge. 
“This portion is loaded with orchids.  None DRF as far as I am aware, but a popular hot spot for tourists, 

that has virtually no detrimental impact on the Reserve. 
“The feature is the Chapman’s spider orchid (Caladenia chapmanii) in profusion at the moment but 

there are several others. 
“This is a good time to accurately define their locations. 
“Natasha Moore will evaluate the data and consider options for conservation. 
“I support the path for the kids but appreciate that we have an opportunity to design a path that will also 

potentially protect our kid’s heritage.” 
Linville NR, Falcon 
Following a report in the ‘West’ (name and address supplied) I have contacted the City of Mandurah and 
DFES to establish the facts of the incident where controlled burn activity appears to have been poorly timed 
to preserve orchid species.  Responses from both have been received and will lead to a meeting with the 
City Environmental Department to establish a better working relationship and information flow. 
Orchid propagation on/off site – Members have expressed interest in greater activity to investigate the 
propagation of orchids on a similar scale to what is undertaken in other states.  I have contacted Lesley 
Hammersley, Director of Horticulture and Conservation at BPCA Kings Park to enable us to get the latest 
background on the subject.  I anticipate meeting with Lesley in the next few weeks. 

Site Watch 
1. Caves Road upgrade 
CCWA and Urban Bushland Council – Several communications sent through to members via email 
Thanks to Group members for their ongoing support and input. 

 

Chapman’s Spider Orchid 
(Caladenia chapmanii) 
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Caladenia xanthochila, Caladenia cretacea, Caladenia cruciformis, Caladenia concolor and 
Caladenia audasii – all of which are endangered Victorian species that are part of re-introduction 
programs. 
While some of these plants will be retained for research purposes, hundreds of these orchids are destined 
to be used for establishing new populations in the wild.  Given the declines exhibited by many Australian 
orchids, its truly impressive to see conservation being undertaken on this scale. 

 

How Times Change - Editor 
At the WANOSCG general meeting on 15 August member, Jack Eborall, spoke entertainingly and 
informatively about his experiences growing up and living in Western Australia with its wonderful native 
flora and, in particular, its orchids.  The following is a summary of his presentation for the benefit of those 
members who were unable to attend the meeting in person.  

Growing up with Orchids – Jack Eborall 

As a child in the late 1930s and 40s I lived in South Perth.  We had access to bushland and we just knew 
that orchids were special.  We were allowed to pick some and we were carefully trained to snip them off 
and only to take a sample.  It was a pleasure to herald the orchid season by taking a little orchid posy to 
Mum, a grandparent, aunt or teacher.  Many kids collected pressed flowers.  The orchids were prized 
and we were told, and believed, that Western Australia had the rarest, the best and the most of them. 

Today the presence of orchids is recognised as an indicator of the integrity or health of a bushland 
environment.  If the bush is being degraded, the herbaceous, vulnerable and specialised orchids will be 
among the first to disappear …and from a lifetime’s perspective, that is what is happening. 

A favourite place was where the suburbs of Applecross and Ardross now extend.  A precious remnant of 
that country remains at Wireless Hill Park. 

My grandparents, the Sloan family had a farm at East Rockingham (now Leda).  The bush there now is 
lost to veldt grass.  The family of my wife, Mary, had a farm at Wellard and Baldivis, a varied area where 
the Bassendean system met the Karakatta system and the Pinjarra Plain.  There is still some bushland 
there, but much has been lost to weeds and spreading suburbia. 

As a young fellow, I commenced my teaching career.  I moved to a lot of country places, including the 
floral hot spot of Watheroo.  There I was but oblivious to the presence of Eucalyptus rhodantha, a 
beautiful grey-leafed mallee with red blooms, of E synandra and, of course, the Dundas spider orchid 
(Caladenia dundasiae).  In season, the Railway Refreshment Dining room was decorated with masses of 
the scarlet featherflower (Verticordia grandis) from the extensive sand plains to the north and west. 

Later, Mary and I were at Yallingup in the days before surfing, tree changing and viticulture.  The little 
farming community there were very proud of their floral treasure.  They claimed species with wider 
distributions as their very own.  The cherry spider (Caladenia gardneri) was called the Yallingup Pink; 
Burtonia scabra was claimed as Yallingup Pea. 

Warning!  If you are orchid sensitive, the following story may be upsetting for you. 

The Busselton and Districts Wildflower Show had gotten right out of hand.  It should have been re-named 
the Wildflower Slaughter Show.  There was fierce rivalry between localities and districts as to who could 
claim the ownership of the best, the rarest, and the most numerous flowers.  This rivalry extended into the 
schools …and Yallingup claimed pre-eminence. 

On the day, nearly all the parents called at the school and all the students went off with them to pick 
flowers.  Masses were collected; bushels of Burtonia and Boronia; bundles of kangaroo paws; buckets of 
orchids.  Can you picture that?  Back at school parents and senior students processed the flowers into 
the district, school and individual entries.  Every kid had a bouquet to enter, but only the big girls 
produced their own. 
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At the time, as a young teacher, I saw nothing wrong with the flower slaughter.  The community effort 
and involvement was a plus.  It would have taken a very bold and forward looking person to raise any 
objection. 

I should have realised something was amiss when Wally, a seven year old, was given his bouquet and 
told to go over and put it into a bucket of water.  This he did, but he put the flowers in the water and the 
stems up in the air! 

We have come a long way since 1956, haven’t we? 

I joined our group in 2001 and I was very impressed by the knowledge, enthusiasm and friendliness I met.  
Among the members there was another quality.  It was the single-minded dedication to the orchid 
search – sort of an obsession. 

We were near the Z bend lookout at Kalbarri.  I asked, “Are we going down to see the view at the 
lookout?”  Tom (no longer a member) replied, “Jack, I have been up here seven times and I have never 
once been to the lookout.  Why go there?  The orchids are up here on this ridge and over further the 
other way.” 

We were near Lake Toolibin, the wheatbelt’s last freshwater lake.  There were purple veined spiders, 
giant snails and sugar candies to see.  I asked, “Are we going over to see the water in the lake?”  Stuart, 
a member and trip leader, replied, “Jack, why would you want to do that?  The orchids are all here, up 
this track.” 

That’s how we concentrate. 

We have recently discussed ticks and snakes.  Take good care – there are other hazards in the bush.  I 
have survived these: 

 being spooked and chased off by a mad, super-aggressive, stealthy butcher bird 
 nearly placing my head into an angry swarm of bees 
 observing a tiger snake crawl into a small bush, hide and become invisible 
 impossible, swarming mozzies at Capel and along the Arthur River. 

Some of my special finds: 

A search for the tiny Lake Muir blood spider orchid (Caladenia erythrochila) was proving fruitless.  Its rusty 
red colouring blended with gravel and fallen leaves.  Then it was found to grow near a large white 
spider.  Problem solved! 

A long, hot, dusty and rewardless drive from Hyden out on the Norseman Road to Lake Cronin to search 
for the rufous greenhood (Pterostylis roensis) – a few withering rosettes only.  Back at Hyden and down to 
the shop and there they were – a fine display of P roensis, happy in a bush garden by the shop door.  All 
of fifty metres from where we had driven off! 

A mass flowering of the bronze leek orchid (Prasophyllum giganteum) at Wellard.  Numerous, fragrant 
and tall, they had never been seen in that locality before over a period of 30 years or so, indicating 
either a good seed bank or a long dormancy. 

These days my field work is very restricted, however, I have a special and continuing interest in several 
orchid finds: 

 

1. A white Caladenia from the Bulbarnet Reserve at Koojan 
south of Moora.  A robust plant.  Broad labellum with 
numerous calli in eight bands.  Moderately fringed.  Petals 
and sepals stiffly splayed and much shorter than those of a 
C longicauda.  Sepals clubbed.  Flowers end of August.  
There is also a form with longer petals and sepals but still 
somewhat shorter than the northern C longicauda. 

Image courtesy of Jack Eborall 
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2. A blue Thelymitra from Mandogalup.  
Strap-like petals and sepals are light 
blue and held reflexed back.  
Prominent column with bushy white 
tufts.  Grows up-slope in deep sand.  
Flowers mid-October. 

3. A Diuris at Lake Kogolup.  Flowers are 
of Corymbosa type, but are distinctly 
smaller.  Flowers are held on very long 
peduncles.  Sepals, column and its 
wings face outwards – ie held 
vertically.  Petals are held horizontally.  
Petal margins are rolled loosely 
downwards and at mid-point are 
gathered loosely inwards.  Only one or 
two colonies found so far.  Flowers mid-
September.  

 

 

4. A very darkly coloured Diuris from 
Piney Lakes.  Flowered early July in 
2001.  Not D brumalis.  Two plants 
only.  Has not been seen since. 

 

5. A group of Caladenias from Denis de 
Young Reserve at Banjup.  Clearly 
C paludosa but very robust, tall and 
multi-flowered, up to four.  Not on 
swampy ground. 

 

6. Prasophyllum giganteum from 
Wellard.  This one was 1.6 metres 
tall! 

 

7. An unusual Caladenia flava from south 
of Geeralying on the Narrogin-Williams 
Road.  Sepals elongated.  There are 
some fine Wandoo woodlands there.  
Historically there were mallet 
plantations in this little-visited area.  
Worth a look! 

If anyone would like to do some visiting or field work on the above, please let me know.  It is vital that we 
gather information on new finds and pass it to the professional botanists for classification and naming.   
If the plant is not described and named, it can’t be protected. 

Image courtesy of Jack Eborall 

Image courtesy of Jack Eborall 

Image courtesy of Jack Eborall 

Image courtesy of Jack Eborall 
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