





Planned Group Trips Upcoming

18 or 19 August Wambyn NR (west of York) (suggested trip)
FTL: Volunteer needed
25-31 August Perenjori — Charles Darwin NR — Ninghan Station (camping)

2 nights in each place, maximum of 8 vehicles
Camper trainers, caravans, tents and swags
FTL: lan Greeve
19 — 24 September  Jeramungup (staying at caravan park)
Extended trip — 6 days or just the long weekend 22-24 September
FTL: TBD
Target orchids: Caladenias

To Register for a Field Trip
1. Contact the field trip coordinator: Margaret Petridis on

2. Names for the trips will be accepted four weeks prior to the trip and no later than 2 days before.

We will aim to limit numbers to around 20, so if more people register, we will probably split the group and
stagger the start, as long as another field trip leader is available.

Please think about volunteering to lead a trip this year.

We are looking for trip leaders for Busselton and the Capes in mid-October and for the Augusta area in
November.

Suggestions for a location and trip leader in mid-August would also be welcomed.

The proposed field trips list is flexible and may be altered due to rainfall, weather conditions, feedback
from members and availability of leaders.

If any members have information to assist the FTIL on any of the trips, please advise the FT coordinator. (as
above)

Members are encouraged to look in new areas and send sighting data to the Registrar

Perth Metropolitan Field Trips 2018 — Coordinator, Christine Lock

Plans are still tentative and incomplete and subject to additions or amendments. It is generally infended
that these trips consist of small groups of members and that they take place during the week rather than
at weekends. All relevant suggestions as to locations and offers to lead such trips will be very much
appreciated.

Month/ Field trip

Week beginning Leader

July

23-Jul Perth Kings Park Burn

August

6-Aug Beckenham Kenwick wetlands M Roepen

20-Aug Ferndale Adenia Road bridge

27-Aug Your local reserve, remnant  ORCHID CHALLENGE Members
bush, road verge

September

3-Sep Warwick Warwick Open Space Conservation Area

10-Sep Canning Holmes Street Reserve WALGA survey City of C Lock

Gosnells

October

8-Oct Winthrop Piney Lakes

15-Oct Yanchep Yanchep NP

22-Oct




CONSERVATION REPORT

Tim Hodgkins - Conservation Officer

Clearing notices

These are monitored daily and there is a significant amount of good quality remnant banksia and other
woodland contfinuously under threat from clearing. A letter has been sent to the Minister to bring this
issue to his attention; however no reply has been received yet.

Members are requested to provide immediate feedback if they observe clearing that appears fo be
ilegal or unwarranted.

Projects

Queen of Sheba (Thelymifra variegata) complex — Moves to support the upgrade of the protection status
will continue within the ADORP program with the target of listing in January 2019/20.

Manea Park remnant population: A meeting of FESA and City of Bunbury representatives has been
arranged for Augusta 3rd to confirm the establishment of a Protection Buffer Zone around the remnant
population. We have also been advised that plans to incorporate Manea into a larger Regional Park
are now funded. This willimprove the monitoring and protection of the orchid through the involvement
of DBCA regional staff.

Reserve Status for Johnston Road, McLarty — To follow the positive response from the State Planning
Commission, contact has been made with Andrew Webb, DBCA Bunbury and a site meeting will be held
in August to consider flora survey work which must precede any consideration of change of status.
Other matters such as Native tile and Mineral rights will also have to be investigated.

Appeal against clearing — Clearing Permit Application CPS 7827 from the Shire of West Arthur — our
appeal was successful and the proponent (Shire) is now required to limit the area of disturbance: “The
proposed clearing will be limited to the long and linear shoulder and adjoining table drain and that the
area adjacent to and potentially containing the DRF will be well demarcated so that the extent and
potential impact of clearing is avoided or minimised.” The investigation by DWER also discovered that a
significant length of road did not need to be included in the permit so this has been excluded.

Oldfield River NR & adjacent private property — This is one of only two known sites for the Underground
orchid (Rhizanthella gardneri). The Club was co-sponsor of a 201 1Wheatbelt Orchid Rescue Project
which in its final report made significant recommendations to ensure the long term protection of the
area and survival of the species. | am investigating the current status of the project and whether any of
the recommendation has been carried out.

Frankland Reserve, Frankland River fownsite — Jim Parry has confirmed that information that this 55 ha
reserve, currently Crown Land, has 87 orchid species in the area and nearby Golf Course. Protection
status does need to be investigated and if possible upgraded to Nature Reserve. WANOSCG and Green
Skills data bases confirm the large number of sightings. The Shire of Cranbrook and DBCA Narrogin are
the first contact for this action in the near future. One ongoing positive is the tourist potential for the area
which is open woodland with good access.

Jandakot Airport — This issue is being addressed by Eddy Wajon who will report at the next meeting. There
is a petition on the Change.org website that all members are encouraged to sign: “Infrastructure Minister

Michael McCormack: Stop Jandakot Airport clearing more rare Orchids and Banksia woodland”

Site Watch

1. Caves Road upgrade

2. Qualen Road, Wandoo NP, grader damage, await report from DBCA













D corymbosa and D tinkerii). The scape size of 200 to 350 mm = average
275 mm means that it is smaller than both D tinkerii and D brumalis (average
350+ mm with plants regularly over 400 mm). In addition both these two
species are much brighter yellow overall and have larger sized flowers
(20 to 30 mm across) compared to D pallescens which is a pale yellow and
only 10 to 15 mm across. Flower size is also a way of distinguishing
D pallescens from D refracta which at 18 to 25 mm across is somewhat
larger. Likewise leaf size is smaller for D pallescens (100 to 150 mm as
compared to 150 to 200 mm). Here is a clear example of the need to
measure a number of plants to compare average sizes of leaves. When it
comes to D recurva leaf size is also a possible starting point. D recurva is
100 to 200 mm and so is slightly larger but is also wider (10 to 15 mm as
compared to D pallescens which is 5 to 10 mm). In addition while flower
size is not much different and both have reflexed lateral sepals, D recurva’s
is much more recurved (see description from last month) than those of
Winter Donkey Orchid D pallescens. If you find a flower on or around granites rocks within the
(Diuris brumalis) Moora to Mingenew area then D pallescens is quite a possibility.

D suffusa (sp ‘Wyalkatchem’) — as the manuscript name implies this species is found further inland in the
north-eastern wheatbelt. Its distribution does not overlap with D pallescens at all. Likewise, its distribution
does not overlap with the species beginning in July, so detailed comparisons against them is not
needed. As with some previously covered, D suffusa is another pale flowered species but its distribution
does overlap with D hazeliae. However, the latter is generally a much brighter golden yellow rather than
D suffusa’s pale colour. D suffusa also has a taller scape (200 to 350 mm = average 275 mm as
compared to 100 to 300 mm = average 200 mm); D suffusa’s leaf size is larger

(150 to 200 mm x 7 to 10 mm as against 50 to 100 mm x 5 to 10 mm). While D suffusa is generally located
in woodland and shrubland, D hazeliae is most often found on or around granite outcrops.

D hazeliae (sp ‘eastern wheatbelt’) — is widespread in the eastern
wheat-belt from Paynes Find to Salmon Gums. Despite its range it is the
only species found in the far eastern part of the wheatbelt with only

D suffusa (see above for comparisons) and perhaps D refracta
overlapping marginally. Plant and leaf sizes are generally smaller than
D refracta (scape average 200 mm vs 275 mm, leaf size and width

50 to 100mm x 5 to 10 mm as against D refracta’s

150 to 200 mm x 7 to 10 mm). Both these species favour granite
outcrops and so this is no real value as a distinguishing feature.

D carecta (sp ‘Murchison River’) — this is second species in coastal or
near coastal locations north of Geraldton. Therefore it needs only to be
distinguished from ORARIA, especially as in late August both grow together in some sites. D carecta is,
however, only just beginning in late August whereas D oraria is finishing. Thus the freshness of the flowers
is a clue. D carecta has taller scapes (200 to 450 mm = average 300+ mm) whereas D oraria is only

150 to 300 mm = average 225 mm. Likewise it has larger leaves (150 to 250 mm x 8 to 15 mm compared
to 100 to 150mm x 5 to 10 mm for D oraria). Lateral sepals are another clue with D carecta having
recurved sepals while ORARIA has hanging, fairly straight and quite wide lateral sepals (2.5 to 3 mm as
against D carecta’s 2 to 2.5 mm). If you find a donkey orchid in this area in September, especially mid-
September, it will be D carecta.

(Diuris brumalis)

D magnifica — a truly magnificent flower. It is found ranging from slightly north to some distance south of
Perth on the coastal plain. The scape is very tall being 300 to 600 mm but often towards the top of the
range. While D brumalis is still flowering and can be tall (up to 500 mm) it is on average quite a bit
shorter. The key distinction between these two is the much stronger purple colour on the labellum mid-
lobe. Another element is leaf width with D magnifica being 10 to 20 mm as against 8 to 10 mm for




D brumalis. Flower size also contrasts with D magnifica being 30 to 50 mm across and D brumalis being
quite a lot smaller at 20 to 25 mm. The more difficult comparison is with D corymbosa (after which this
complex is named - see more information below). Height is the starting point with D corymbosa being
smaller at 200 to 400 mm but, rather like D magnifica, there are often plants towards the top of the
height range. Also leaves are narrower being 5 to 10 mm vs 10 to 20 mm and flower size also smaller

(25 to 35 mm across compared to 30 to 50 mm for D magnifica. This species is common in Perth on the
sandplain and can be found at the Joondalup Campus of Edith Cowan University, behind the south side
of the Guildford Cemetery on Kalamunda Road and on the near-by roadside, at Wireless Hill, Kings Park
and many other places.

D cruenta (sp ‘Kemerton’) - this is one of three species in the Bunbury

area (D cruenta, D porphyrochila and D tinctoria) although only two

begin flowering in August. At this time, D cruenta is most easily

distinguished on the basis of scape height. In mid to late August only

D cruenta and D porphyrochila (sp ‘Yalgorup’) are flowering.

D cruenta is 250 to 400 mm (average 325 mm) high but D porphyrochila

is 200 to 600 mm (average 400 mm but with quite a number of very tall

plants). Leaf size is very similar as is flower size. There is some difference

in the size of the dorsal sepal with D cruenta being 6 to 10 mm by

9 to 14 mm wide while D porphyrochila’s dorsal sepal is slightly larger at

8 to 12 mm x 12 to 16 mm wide. All other measurable features such as the Diuris porphyrochila
labellum mid-lobe, side lobes and lateral sepals have almost no significant differences. Thus we are
reduced to the final distinction which is the colour of the flowers but this is subject to considerable
variation. D cruenta has light coloured petals but reddish colour in the labellum. D porphyrochila has
brighter petals but more purple in the labellum mid-lobe and brown rather than the red-brown lateral
labellum lobes of D cruenta. Again this difference is a matter of using a wide range of samples until one
gains a ‘feel’ for the difference.

D porphyrochila (sp ‘Yalgorup’) — the key features are in the comparisons with D cruenta. For the
comparisons with D tinctoria (sp sandplain) and JONESII (sp Dunsborough) you will need to wait for next
month, as those species do not begin flowering until October.

D corymbosa - other species found in the CORYMBOSA range in August are D brevis, D porrifolia,

D brachyscapa, D recurva, D refracta, D cruenta, D porphyrochila, D brumalis and D magnifica.
Elimination starts with D brevis based on specific location and more importantly the very small labellum
mid-lobe.

To the east of Perth, the next two are D porrifolia and D brachyscapa. Both these species are pale in
colour rather than a bright yellow and both have slightly smaller scapes (150 to 350 mm and

150 to 300 mm as against D corymbosa’s 200 to 400 mm). Both also have slightly smaller flowers

(15 to 25 mm and 20 to 30 mm as against 25 to 35 mm). By considering all three features and making
measurements the distinction should be clear. If not, take more measurements.

To the north of Perth, D recurva should be eliminated on the basis of both flower size (it is only

10 to 15 mm wide) and on the basis of the reflexing of the lateral sepals since D corymbosa’s are
generally hanging and barely reflexed at all (although they are
generally crossed). In a similar way D refracta is eliminated on the
lateral sepals which are also recurved rather than essentially
hanging down. Flowers are also smaller being 18 to 25 mm across
rather than the 25 to 35 mm of D corymbosa.

To the south of Perth two species need to be considered. Firstly

D porphyrochila as in the northern part of its range it overlaps the

southern part of D corymbosa’s range. The first hint is scape height

which rises up to 600 mm for D porphyrochila but only 400 mm for
Diuris porphyrochila D corymbosa. The fact that both start at 200 mm means this is only
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useful if you find a population with a number of very tall flowers. Leaf differences are small with

D corymbosa being 120 to 250 mm (av = 185 mm) compared to D porphyrochila’s 100 to 200

(av = 150 mm) but flower size might help with D corymbosa being slightly larger (25 to 35 mm across vs
15 to 30 mm. Again this data needs a larger sample (say 10) and selection of ‘average’ plants in the
population and then calculating the average to draw a tentative conclusion. It is best to start with
populations outside the overlap areas and having developed some ‘feel’ for each THEN come to
identifying populations in the overlap locations. Petals may also be a guide. While both are elongated
in shape and fairly erect on fresh flowers D corymbosa has petals with mostly a plain yellow colour while
many on D porphyrochila have purple/brown streaks on them. Lateral sepals are sometimes a
distinguishing feature with D corymbosa’s being relatively narrower at 1.5 to 2 mm while

D porphyrochila’s being 2 to 3 mm. Again population averages need to be used.

D cruenta’s northern limit of its range also overlaps D corymbosa’s southern limit. Here, the basis of
distinction is a little clearer. Scape height is not useful as both grow to 400 mm but now leaf length is a
good guide. D corymbosa has longer leaves (120 to 250 mm) whereas D cruenta is 100 to 150 mm.
Flower size is similar but colour has differences. The red/red brown of D cruenta is hot evident in

D corymbosa at all.

Within or near the Perth metro area D magnifica is separated from D corymbosa
firstly on the basis of scape height as it is an average of 450 mm tall with

D corymbosa being only 200 to 400 mm = average of 300 mm. Leaves of

D magnifica are also wider being 10 to 20 mm with D corymbosa being only

5to 10 mm. Finally flower size for D corymbosa is smaller at 25 to 35 mm across
compared to D magnifica which is 30 to 50 mm across. We now return to the early
flowering D brumalis which can still be found in August. One clue to sorting these
two is that in August many D brumalis will be finishing while many D corymbosa will
have flowers with buds. Flower size is also different with D brumalis being

15 to 25 mm across while D corymbosa is 25 to 35 mm across. Generally the tri-
lobed labellum of D corymbosa is more deeply coloured than D brumalis which
has lighter yellow and light brown markings rather than the darker browns of

D corymbosa. Common Donkey Orchid

(Diuris corymbosa)

The table below has selected information solely for the purposes of comparisons so that one species
can be distinguished from another. Use this table in conjunction with the June article’s table
Use the text for locations which is sometimes a key distinguishing feature.

Leaf Leaf Flower | Mid lobe
SPECIES starting to Height length Width Flower width length Mid lobe Habitat/
flower in AUGUST (mm) (mm) (mm) colour (mm) (mm) tip colour location
D brevis V short swamp
4-5
D conspicillata Pale yel- Not brt Esperance
brn pp! granite
D pallescens 200-350 5-10 Pale yel 10-15 Inland
granite
D suffusa 200-350 | 150-200 7-10 Pale yel woodland
D hazeliae 100-300 50-100 5-10 Brt yel granite
D carecta 200-450 | 150-250 8-15 N of
Geraldton
D magnifica 300-600 | 120-250 10-20 Brt yel 30-50 pp! Perth
D cruenta 250-400 | 100-150 7-9 Light Mid-lobe Near
petals reddish Bunbury
D porphyrochila 200-600 Bright Mid-lobe Perth to
petals pp! & brn Bunbury
D corymbosa 200-400 | 120-250 5-10 Brt yel 25-35 Brn/yel

Abbreviations: yel = yellow; brn = brown; ppl = purple; brt = bright

Next month will cover the remaining five species which begin flowering in either September or October.

10









