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OBJECTIVES OF THE GROUP

their environment.

¢) To learn their habits and keep records.
| d) To have field days and learn to recognize the different genera and species.

e) To hold meetings for the exchange of knowledge and furthering of interest in W.A. orchids.
f) To affiliate with kindred organizations.

g) To make rules for the governing of the Group's domestic affairs.
h) To do all such lawful things as are incidental to or conducive to the attainment of the above objectives,

1 a) To promote interest in and preserve Western Australian indigenous orchids.
b) To learn the best means of cultivation and do all things possible for the conservation of native orchids in

Note: The opinions expressed by contributors to this Bulletin are not specifically endorsed by

this Group.
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NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday 15" April 2009 at 7.00pm at the Lecture Theatre, Kings Park Admin. Office.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday 15 April 2009 at 8.00pm at the Lecture Theatre, Kings Park Admin. Office.

BULLETIN ARTICLES

Please email any Bulletin contributions
to John Ewing at or
call on Articles for the next
Bulletin need to be submitted by 1% of the
next month.



FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

15 April General Meeting
20 May General Meeting
17 June General Meeting
15 July General Meeting

MEMBERSHIP_**Second Reminder**
Members are reminded that 2009-10
subscriptions of $25 are now due as at
February 1° for the year to January 31°
2010. Payment shouid be made to the
Treasurer, Matz Dahlkamp

with cheques made out to
WANOSCG {inc).

PLANNED FIELD TRIPS

APRIL 26th Meet at the corner of the Corrigin
Brookton Hwy and Jubuk Road North at 11am
The trip is to see Corunastylis tepperi (Pygmy

Orchid).

Further trips will be advised in future bulletins.

WANOSCG MEETING MINUTES
GENERAL MEETING 18 MARCH 2009

OPENED: Meeting opened at 8.35 pm
ATTENDANCE: 34 members present, 5
apoiogies, as per Attendance Book

NEW MEMBERS: Alan and Margo Erasmus,
Russell and Kristine Thomas

VISITORS: Joanne Castelli
RAFFLE: Kindly donated by Scilla and Gerald
Stack.

WANOSCG MEETING MINUTES
GENERAL MEETING 18 MARCH 2009

OPENED: Meeting opened at 8.35 pm
ATTENDANCE: 34 members present, 5
apologies, as per Attendance Book

NEW MEMBERS: Alan and Margo Erasmus,
Russell and Kristine Thomas

VISITORS: Joanne Castelli

RAFFLE:
Stack.

Kindly donated by Scilla and Gerald

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 18 November 2008:

19 August General Meeting
16 September General Meeting
21 October  General Meeting
18 November General Meeting

Moved: Kim Hansen, Seconded: Etienne Delannoy
that the minutes of the meeting of the 18
November 2008 as printed in the Bulletin be
adopted. CARRIED

FIELD TRIP COORDINATOR

Ross Fox presented several options and
alternatives that he was exploring and these would
be announced later in the year. Currently, no trips

GENERAL BUSINESS

1. President Christine Lock announced that some
10 years of effort by Eve and Jim Parry had borne
fruit in the recent announcement that Lot 1997
Frankland had been proposed for reservation as a
Conservation Park. Some 88 species of orchids
have been found there.

2. President Christine drew members attention o
the ceramic sculptures exhibition of works by Luda
Korczynsky at the Kingfisher Gallery, West Perth,
and exhorted members to take the opportunity to
inspect the 44 pieces entitied Orchidaceae.

3. President Christine advised that Don Ward tad
reported that he had revamped the WANOSCG
website. '

4. Tom Burbidge then spoke about the concept of
a Buddy system whereby new members would be
paired with an experienced member for
infroductions and expianations. Tom Biinco drew
attention to the practice in another society where
there was a duty roster for a member to be the
welcoming agent to greet and introduce visitors.
Members were reminded of the value of wearing
their name badges to meetings to assist
newcomers to approach and speak to others. It
was moved that there be a volunteer to meet
visitors at Group events, moved Tom Burbidge and
seconded John Ewing. CARRIED.

5. Tom Burbidge also spoke of the value in the
Group providing for children and younger members
at Group events. They should be encouraged to
attend trips and meetings, with some
arrangements to suit their needs, and there couid
be special events aimed at the young for field work
and similar act ivies.

6. Orchid database: Tony Lock has now
converted all existing records into the new
database. There were blanks in the records of
metropolitan sightings, and members were asked






WANOSCG the Australian Orchid Foundation
provided $150 to pay for fencing round the
Esperance population which was erected by the
farmer & some of our members.

Another event was the repositioning of a new
bridge on the Frankland River, at considerable
expense, by the Main Roads Department
subsequent to Alex George’s information of the
variety & guantity of orchids on both sides of the
approaches to the old bridge.

Following representation the Nedlands City
Council made available a section of Karakatta
cemetery to enable WANOSCG members to
transplant orehids endangered by bulldozers into.
This site allowed members to learn how to grow
our native orchids for conservation purposes.
Members used to weed the area & many years later
1 saw some transplanted orchids still hanging on.
Orchid growing knowledge gained since those days
has shown the futility of that experiment albeit
experience was gained.

We did an orchid survey for a group living behind
the Vines Golf Club whose idyllic lifestyle was
threatened. There were a few common orchids,
nothing of any significance. Unfortunately the
outcome was that the Government swapped an area
at the eastern end of the Gnangara pine plantation,
an avea with better orchids, with the developer. That
was the start of the suburb of Ellenbrook.

Also in the general area the Epiblema site on
Beechboro Rd was saved from the developer with
drainage to the swamp catered for.

The Afbany Wiidflower Society with input by our
members managed to get the Baker’s Junction
swamps declared a reserve.

The attempt to save the then only known site for D
purdiei was lost. The site became a service station.
A sum of money was provided to study the
requirements for conservation by propagation.
purdiei is relatively safe as more sites have been
found.

D huegelii is an enigma. Representation has been
made several times for different sites with mixed
results. You win some & lose some. This specie is
subject to ongoing representations. The known
growing locations are reasonably widespread but
most populations are very smali. Unfortunately it is
the larger population sites that attract the developer.
We are lucky that many farmers have set aside parts
of their holdings in their natural state for their own
enjoyment. By doing this they are providing
wildflower habitat & wildlife corridors. Our thanks
go to them.

Finally pat yourselves on the back. Without
members interest in our orchids & associated
wildlife the knowledge would not have been
gained.

2. Margaret Collins sent me an article about
the work Alcoa is doing with respect to
researching the effects of their mining on
orchids and how the rehabilitation is
progressing. Below is a brief summary

Currently, Alcoa World Alumina Australia
mines and rehabilitates ca. 550 ha of jarrah
forest each year at two open-cut bauxite mines
in Western Australia. The aim of Alcoa’s
rehabilitation program is to re-establish a
functional and self-sustaining jarrah forest
ecosystem in these mined areas. Many
indigenous geophytic plant species, however,
fail to re-establish or do so very slowly.
Indigenous terrestrial orchids form a significant
proportion of the species difficult to re-
establish. The dominant source of orchid
propaguiles within the rehabilitafion areas is
wind-dispersed seed. Recruitment of new
plants is dependent

on availability of both viable seed and
appropriate mycorrhizal fungi in the soil of
suitable microhabitats at the beginning of the
wet season. Flora surveys were undertaken to
determine orchid species and their density in a
temporal sequence of rehabilitation areas, so
as to establish the sequence ¢f species
recovery.

Total orchid population and clonal orchids were
found to have returned to rehabilitation areas
within 5 years at densities not significantly
different from those of adjacent unmined
forest. Numbers of total species and clonal
species also were found to have returned to
rehabilitation areas within 5 years at densities
not significantly different from those of adjacent
unmined forest. Orchid species identified as
disturbance opportunists returned to
rehabilitation areas within 5 years with
densities increasing during the following 10
years but dropping to numbers not significantly
different from those of adjacent unmined forest
after 25 years. No disturbance opportunists
were found in any unmined forest. Future
studies will investigate the recovery of selected
irdividual species in rehabilitation areas,
vegetation associations of these species in
both unmined forest and rehabilitation areas,
and the diversity of their mycorrhizal fungi.

To read the full article email me at

and | can forward this
on to you. I'm sorry | don't have a print version.
(Ed.)






Raffle Roster Welcomer SPEAKERS 2009
MARCH Gerald Stack Mark Brundrett — Wheatbelt Orchid Rescue Project
APRIL Glenys Salter | T Burbridge Ramon Newmann — How I started orchids
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER | John Ewing Photo competition and members slides
If undeliverable return to ! |
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FORTHCOMING FIELD TRIPS
April 26 Corrigin-Brookton Hwy

Others to be advised





