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The July topic was given by VMr Alex George in place of (raham
Kierath, who tendod his apclogy and new will give the June topde
at tha July meseting.

Alex Ueorge spolks on the wdergrowmnd orchid Raoizanthella, Prasophy-
1lum, & Corybas:

* Belmet Orchids The genue Corvd (from tha Greeck korybas, one of
the dancing prisats of Thrvaie ) was named by the English botanist
Salisbhuery in 180%, Thers apre about 50 specics, and the genus oxtends
from the Hinalayss through souih-past Asia to Polymesia, Australia
and Wew Zealend. In W.A. there ars 4 species, 3 discovered in the
past 1% yeavs, '

The commenest 1s known as C.dilstatys but mey be differsnt fros the
Bastern Auvgiralian species of that name. Treviously known only from
the wet karri and Javrab fovests of ithe far Sovih-West, it is now
knouwn fron Ludlow, Gingin and the Fitzgerald River.

Corybas unguiculatus was Tound at Valpol in 1963, ‘lost! for
several vears, and re-discovered in some numbers in 1976, It is
distinguished by the narrovw flower and the red underside of the leaf,
A mew apecics was digcovered near Alhany seversl years agﬁ, EPOWing
on coastal dunes nsar Guil Hock., It is similar to 2,0 2 Eug but
bes 2 transluvcent dorgal gepal and Flowers later, in Septemberm
Oetober., It has alse been Found at Denmark.

Last year snother ney specieg wag found, on the Dugselton golf course,
The Torsal saspel isp bright green and the flower is gquite semell, It

is hoped to eolliect specimens this yenr.

In all Coxybas species the stex elongates after flowering to a h@igﬁt'
of several cshtimeiras, thus assigting ssed dispersal. .

* Leek Orchigs Prasophylium {from the Greek prason, a leek and
phviion & loaf) was nemad in 1810 by Sobert Hrown, thie botanist

who accowmpanied ¥athew Flinders. One of Brown's apecimens, of
P.gibbosum collested at Kiung Ceorge Scund in Dee. 1801, is kept at
the ¥,4. Terbariuwm. The gonus comtains about 100 speciocs, moptly .
in fAustralia, with a few in New Caledonia and New Zealand. There ars
L7 * sapecies in ¥.4., several being wnnamed ag yst. They rangs
from the tiny EB.nigricans, flovering in sutusm, to the 2 metre high .
Pyregium, flowering in late spring, The approximmte flowering order
during the year is npigricans, parvifolium, fimbria {also in Spring}
macrostachyun var ringens, ovale, hisns, clatuwy, cyphochilwug,
gargentii, macrostechyum var meecrostschum, gibhosum, lanceolatum,
triangulare giganteum, grimwadesnum, drummondii, reeium, brownii.
The speciss ars separated on shape and size of flower paris including
the innsr wplate of ths labellum and the column wings as well as on
flower colour. In this genue the flowers ars acbuslly the right

way up, with thie labellism st the fop., Sope species are strongly .
scented e.g. parvifoliuws, fimbria. Sowme arce sitisulated to flower
by fire, e.g. gibbosum, regivm, Most W.A, Specics are endewmic i.e.
reastricted to the State, but pigricans and elatuyy fecur also in the
sastern states. A new speciss has beon discovared near William Bay
and Ravensthorpa. Auny specinens of Frasophyiluw will be welcomoed

at the Merbharimm as thoy are eurrently being studied Ly hotanists

in Sydney and Helbourne,

* Undsrground Orchid Rhiganthells hes boen found only 4 or 5 times
since the originzl spocitiens of 1928, Tnevs is a possible sariier
gighting from Wabin, in about 1912, but =211 the others hawe been
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" Undersround Orchids {eont)

batween Goomalling and Corrigin, Kamed by R.2, Regsr in 1928, the
gernus contoing opnle-1 sp@cies rosiricted to WA The nome apparent-
ly ig derived ¥rom the Gremek yrhiza, & Yoot, anthos a flower, and
ella a ditdnvtive subfix, amd refery to:- the swmall flowers borne ;
izt &-head ov a thick rhizome. The inflorescence has ths aspect of -
~a daisy. P agpedrs to reoain uwlerground, though the plant has
never boern Found by delibérate sesmrching, and its actwval habit is
still vnesrtain., It scoms to flower 4n years vwhen there 1is UnNseas—
onal late summesr rain followedt by carly winter rain...

ves b9, eorge v

The July 32lst Pleld Day meeting place - Careouvsoel {oar Park at 9 =um,

& busy bed will be hoeld to smake the ddsploy for the Australian
Drehid Confevencs, gt FMr Jerb Foote's bhig ashed on the 3rd July
at 1O am. Flease bring something to barbague,

A moeting for the displisy at thoe Hoval Show will be held latef*
At the Hoellywood Heserve quite a fow plzntings have been maﬁé and
thoe plants at tals stage are in good heart, There is still guite
2 bit of weeding to be dome, The Veldt Ceass is the problem but
this is slowly beling thinnced out.

Renort of Txevrgion ~ Sunday 29th Mav 1977

"A OGrouy of about 15 grovp mowtsrs held the $irst vescue dig of the
19%7% growing swason on the last Suvnday in May, whom thres site in
the istropolitan arsa wvers visited,

The first gite was the Applecross Pine Flantation, on Leach Highway
which is in the process of being felled, Growing in the leaf

titter that had accummulated were severnl small patches of Plerostyl-
is spabra zrnd/or Z.nana and/or Y.reourva. kany plants woze LA LRe
non~Flowsring, rosctic condition, while tho flowering plants
pogsessed shoots about 2 em a1l at the %time of collection. Thers
were also spattered plants of P .wittetn with well developed shoots
up to 12 c¢m high, None of the orchids wers bloosing ot the time of

collsction. Several othor plants such g hoves and Kangareo paws
were taken For planting at the Hollywood Rosuerve.

The next arsa visited wag at Canning Vale and had becn sxtonsively
burned during tho summer, ‘This pads 1t veasy o sve the mony Tlower-
ing plants of Brioochilus diiatatus closs to the ysad. The pop-
ulation included Fow=flowerad snd meny Flowored individumls, and
variation in tho lip eoloration wes noticed, with soms;plants
Raving solid deop red latoral moarkings while others had irresgular
petehes of faded rod anlong eack margin, The othsr orchid found in
the area was Farce Orechid Leporells Timbriata of which seviral
plants were Tfound in slightly lowor ground avay from thoe road,
VYapiations in Iip marking were alseo noticod im this spocies, some
plants hoving & dull maroon colorztion instsnd of palc grecn on
the eantral sypogcd voglion of the lubsllum, Zome swall dark bees
were observed om several Eviochilus flowaers, and one hoeo was scen
o have 7 lanrge pollicn mass attoched to itz head,

The greatust variety of orchids was found in Cswming Valco, boside
Nicholson Road, in an area dun o be developed as ong aeores hons
orchids found there ave listed below:

Fterogiviis vitinta -~ flowsrs almost open

Leporella fisbriata -~ flovers nearly finishoed, most plants
gsesen were non-iflowering,

Lyverantbus nlgricans - many plants were found in & level

aren at the tep of o shallow rizse, o

sign of flowsring.
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Cadecnza flava - n fow pzanta wWere faund in ﬁh?

’_f{ S - L sRe nraa Bs &fpera%thas.
% ' Colndenis mepziesll - with Lyperanthas. Hoth spccxoa
§ Co T T ~of Caladenia werse 1T vory envly
. . -stqgus of. growth and saowsd no 51@&8
P ".\.L,Anf chwering. :

-
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Speamwens Qf &11 5§eaies warf tr%aspimntod at the Hmllywnaé
Lmhﬁﬁrvﬁs - . .





