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The topic talk for April was given by indrew Brown., This talk
was supported by slides of the various swnecies.

"Western Auvstrzlianm 'Fterostylis!

In “7.'.. we have 12 distinct species of Pterdostylis or (Green=
hoods) as thuy are commonly known. OJne of them 'Pterostylis
rufa' requires some revision as ¥.A. Types do not quite mateh
those found in the ¥astern States.

Three variaticn of this orchid exist in Y.A. The first being
found in the North from Moora to Xalbarri and inlend, the second
I collected from the 67mp Brookton Highway ant the- third is
common in the Bgperance region, /411 three are found in the drier
parts of W.4. and will not be seen in the lower South West.

In a dry scason the ros¢étitc of leaves will often be found in 4
a withered conditirn drring flowering.

There is also a species of “terostylis found in the Stirling
Ranges wricz could be given a distinctive name.” Though it is
simil r to nana (snail orchid), it has larger flowers and no
rosctte of leaves, also it esn 'be found blooming nearly two
months befosre the tyvical nana whick grows in the same area.

Of the W./ . species, only four flower from a basal rosotte

of leaves. They are “terostylis nana, allantoidea, rufa and
mutica. Z21though the rect have a flowering vlant which appears
above ground without a rosette, rosettes do appear from non

flowerina tub:rs. ;

Ptorostylis are anong the easie.,st of our torrestrials to grow.
However, thcy can be divided into two groups, one of which
forms a number of tubers fron a single plant. ‘

Examples are nana, robusta ancd anguste.

The sccond group do's not multiply as well in this way and must
thercfore r¢ly on sced dispersal,

Examples are barbata, recurva and rufa.

The latter group, is the hardest of the two to grow and thore-
fore requires ivore care. I have had the "ost success in a

211 drainaed pot containing an open mixture that I have kept
moist but not saturatcd., FPueding wita a2 liquid fertilizer does
scom to inercasc the size of the plant,

In W.4., Pterostylis can be found flowering from June to Novem=
‘ber.

The first one seen is often “teroustylis vittata var vittata
(The Cocvatso “rchid)
Like many of the other Ptercstylis it =as an extrenely
Adrritable 1lip which instantly moves up if touched. An insect
having landed on the labellum is pushed up against the colume
and can only excape by sqreczing nast the stipera thus ensuring
fertilization. *ithin half an hour the lip comes down again
and is ready for another capture. Ttorcstylis vittata can be
found as carly as June buvt wil’ flover into October in the lower
South Va:st,
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Fage 3

WPterostylis allantcidea (Shy greennosd) late /ugust to Oct

T havae only scen this nrehid st the one location near Ravens-
thorpa, where it was f-und growing mear & creck in dense
colonics under high scrub.

fppar:ntly it is also fouvnd in o wide area of the inner
WhHentbelt, growing it th, basce of gronito outerops. Under
th-s. conditicns it roccives a curtain arount of runoff from
the wecks.

Ttoerostylis nlumosna

Plurasa can bue found all slong ti- S-uth coast from Augusta
to Ssosrancs sSroving in a varisty of concditions and at first
glanco, can uvasily be mistaken for TFtercstylis barbata,
howover, it fluwers much later [fctober t2 Hovambor) also
the labellum is far more hairy.

Ftorcstylis rufa (Soptonber to Doconk.n)

2ufa is cumon throwvghout th. Wheatbu:lt rn gying from
Talbazri in t:. nortk whore it c¢an ~ften be found as early
as Septorbur to STscerance in the South: Znst. In the latter
aren, rufa casn semetimes bHe sevn as late as Deeczrber.!

cesss 4.e Brown

trs Bttlca oF [ conntad t> the Library 132 slides
vhich were a callzction of slides taten by her late husband,

Robin Mezv. orf Collie reported t=at he Zad found the three
species of Trakea, wo have only recorded twe species.

Mr Alcex Ceorgs nas rocomrended that too Gisvn sbould endeavour
to have a colleetion of ¢ricé spucimens. To this was added a
talk by eur Libravian, [ r 2.3 Landor, who nskced members to proess
the flriers, <07 gendé taem ontc him for .vunting, but rust

be accumponivce by relative informaticn, “owever, more will be
said in later e¢ditions of this ncwsletter,

The slidc cowpetition is on again. Grahas “icrath has donated

films for th's competition cach wonth., [ “ini'mm of 10 slides

for judging, if Ua.ro is insufficicnt slides, they will be held
over until the following onth.





