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conservation etc., as done in other orchid 
groups in the eastern states. The topic will 
be brought up at the next General Meeting 
for further discussion. 

9.5 According to the Constitution, there is a 
need for the General Meeting to vote on 
the need to have a Conservation Officer 
and a Registrar. Further to this,  

9.5.1 The President moved a 
motion that the Group have a 
Conservation Officer – 
seconded Sarah Atkinson 
and carried.  

9.5.2 The President moved a 
motion that the Group have a 
Registrar – seconded Donna 
Wajon and carried. 

9.6 Tom Burbidge asked the General Meeting 
if anyone saw any issues with the 
proposed widening of the Kwinana 
Freeway between Leach and Roe 
Highways. Jack Eborall reported that 
Greenhoods (Pterostylis sp.) and Microtis 
sp. have established themselves along 
this part of the Freeway since the Freeway 
was built. Being so common, these 
orchids will not be under threat if there is 
an expansion of the Freeway.  

9.7 Tom Blinco reported that Noel Clarke had 
been a member of the Group since 1978 
and a Life Member since 1992 and tonight 
was the first non-enforced non-attendance 
at a Group meeting. The reason for this, 
Tom further reported, was due to the fact 
that he no longer wished to be involved 
with the Group as he was un-happy with 
the way the Group has been managed for 
the past 3 years. Tom said that the Group 
should be asking “why is this the case?”. 
In response, Eric Swarts stated that the 
Committee had gone out of its way to 
address Noel’s various concerns, 
including making various visits to his home 
– all of which had ended cordially with 
everyone shaking hands. The Committee 
has done all in its capacity to address 
Noel’s issues, Eric said. 

 
10. CONSERVATION  REPORT 

10.1 Conservation Officer, Eddy Wajon, 
reported that the EPA decision for the 
Emu Point site is due on April 20th. Any 
submission would be due before that 
date; otherwise an appeal can be 
lodged after the decision. There are no 
reported DRF species on the site, and 

Eddy Wajon has no other knowledge of 
what orchids there are on the site.  

10.1 The Bayonet Head site, however, is 
reported to be of greater significance for 
orchids, though Eddy Wajon does not 
have any orchid specific data for the site. 
Eddy Wajon proposed that the Southern 
Rivers branch take on a project to survey 
the site for orchids each month, so a list of 
orchid species can be compiled for any 
potential submissions. Eddy Wajon will 
email the Southern Rivers branch with this 
suggestion. Further to this, at the 
Committee Meeting today Eddy Wajon 
proposed that the Group focus on the 
Bayonet Head site rather than Emu Point, 
because of its potential greater 
significance for orchids, rather than try to 
write submissions for both the sites. The 
direction from the Committee was to focus 
on Bayonet Head only. 

10.2 The new CEO of the Shire of Toodyay 
has found that there is no need to clear 
beyond previously cleared road areas, 
thereby reducing the area previously 
under threat of clearing. 

10.3 John Ewing has spoken to Andrew 
Brown, DEC, regarding the controlling of 
weeds at Eaton to protect the Shell 
Orchids there. Andrew has recommended 
a weed spraying technique that John 
would be able to follow himself. John will 
provide the weed killer and undertake the 
spraying on his own behalf, following 
Andrew’s recommendations. Further to 
this John asked the General Meeting for 
any one who would like to help to contact 
him directly. 

  
11.  GROWERS TABLE 

There were no plants presented. 
 

12.   LOTTERYWEST WHEATBELT ORCHID 
RESCUE PROJECT 

12.1 Gerald Stack presented the final report of 
the above project to WANOSCG – one 
hard copy and various electronic copies. 

12.2 Gerald reported that the project was 
awarded the Lotterywest grant, and 
commenced, in September 2006.  

12.3 Dr Mark Brundrett completed the 
research work in January 2011. 

12.4 The final report was presented to 
Lotterywest at a ceremony in February 
2011. 

12.5 The objectives of the project were to 
study and conserve threatened native 
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orchids in the wheatbelt area of SW 
Western Australia, with 10 objectives. All 
of the objectives were addressed in the 
report. 

12.6 The program of work involved 
WANOSCG in field surveys, and Friends 
of Kings Park in propagation work. Staff 
and students of UWA also contributed to 
the project. 

12.7 The highlights included the better 
understanding of 9 orchid species, 5 of 
which are very much better understood. 
Germination and propagation have been 
simplified and made more effective. 

12.8 The Lotterywest grant has been fully 
drawn down, with final invoices from UWA 
not yet presented, preventing the final 
financial report from being completed. This 
is due to be finalised in April. 

12.9 Gerald expressed appreciation of the 
WANOSCG Presidents, Mike Harper and 
Christine Lock, and Adjunct Professor Dr 
Mark Brundrett for his research work. 

 
12.10 Thanks were also extended to the 

Steering Committee (Andrew Brown, 
Garry Brockman, Martin Revell, Trish 
Bylsma, Lyn Rowland and Phyllis 
Robertson); Matz Dahlkamp; Lotterywest 
Staff (Faye Baxter; Emilia Manilac); the 
Orchid Carers (Hans Lambers, Kingsley 
Dixon, David Merritt, Nigel Swarts); and 
WANOSCG Members.  

12.11 The President thanked Gerald 
Stack for being with the project all the way 
through its life and for making such a great 
effort. 

 
13. RAFFLE DRAW  

                Winner of the raffle: Jack Eborall 
 

 
MEETING CLOSED:    9.00 pm 
 
NEXT MEETING:    8.00 pm     
Wednesday 20th April 2011 

 
 
 
PROPOSED FIELD TRIPS 
 
    ***   Still to be decided   *** any preliminary suggestions to Iain McLean . 
 
 
SOUTHERN RIVERS GROUP  
FIELD TRIP REPORT                                                            2nd April 2011: Gull Rock and Mt Martin 
 
An early morning start had 5 club members and a new family eager to see the first orchids of the season. 
At the Gull Rock site at least 12 flowering plants of Praecoxanthus aphyllus (Leafless orchids) were 
located. One more member joined us for the Mt Martin walk. About 8 more P. aphyllus flowers were 
found beside the track. Of note at both sites was the size of the flowers, most being quite small.  
 

On our return to the car park a cuppa was had as we made plans for 
the year ahead.  Field trips are being investigated for specific orchids 
as well as searching specific locations.   More details in future 
bulletins once good rains have fallen and details are finalised. 
 
In the Torndirrup National Park the first Eriochilus  have been found 
in pockets of vegetation on granite rocks immediately above the high 
water mark along the coastline. Specifically Eriochilus  pulchellus 
(Granite Bunny  Orchid) and  E. dilatatus subsp. multiflorus (Common 
Bunny).  
                                                                             Anna de Haan 
 
Praecoxanthus aphyllus  (Leafless orchid)                                                                                            
Photo taken by Editor near Pinjarra 2010                                                                       
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 Raffle Roster 
 

SPEAKERS     2011 

MAR 
John Hills Mark Brundrett – Final Report on Wheatbelt Orchid Rescue 

Project that has been funded by a Lotterywest grant 
APRIL John Ewing Rod Peakall 
MAY Ross & Margaret Fox Ross Fox – “Orchids from our Travels” 
JUNE Sarah Atkinson Tony Lock – “Operation of the new Website”  

 Kim Hansen – “Adopt an Orchid” 
JULY Jack Eborall Belinda Newman – “Urban Orchids in Perth Region” 
AUG Tom Burbidge TBA 
SEPT Thea & Kim Hanson TBA 
OCT Jay Steer TBA 
NOV Ian Greeve Photo competition and members’ slides 
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