








near Perth, at Sth Burracopin, Tenterden and in the Stirling Ranges. The
orchid varies in that flowering piants have no rosette of teaves and that
the galea is broader.

Some very interesting colour forms of Diuris longifolia were found near
the salt lakes and cranite outcrops north east of Esperance, These included
some bright yellow forms with white Lips to the lobes.

Caladenia caerulea had been considered relatively uncommon in W.A. and yet
proved to be the most common species Tloewering in the survey area at this
time of the year. Tndeed it was almost impossible to avoid destroying
plants when pitching tents at the Mt Ney camp site,

While some sixty species were recorded during the trip other unusual finds
included Caladenia d4 seoidea, C. graminifolia, |C. sigmoidea, . filamentosa
var centaculata, Aciantius vent formis and the variety huegelis, Plerostylis
plumosa, Eriochilus segher (inland near Mt Heywocd) and Fterogtylis
allantoidea.

SMYTH ROAD RESERVE - David Emery & Mick Leece - Wardens,

It was & delioht on 24th September to see our first culadenia barbarossa in
flower. This orchid was a donation in 1678 from Reg Lander, bout it did not
flower last year, or even appear then, so far as we vecall. Also a aroup of
Caladenio marginaiac {white fairies) fram 1978 plantings have just produced a
flower for the first time. Thic indicates that transplantings may take a
couple of years to re-establish themselves.

There are many species flowering now in our Group's reserve and it is worth
a visit. Also we need assistance with weeding if you have any time. Equally
welcome would be some non metropolitan area species from your country trips.

With areas of orchids in the Metropolitan region ever reducing, our orchid
collection at Smyth Poad seems ceriain to be an irreplaceable asset. Can you
help?

THE_NUTRITION OF cywe prin ORCHIDS

Available from our Vibrary,

This article by Mr D.G. Nichols of the Horticultural Research Institute,

Knoxfield outlines the various chemical fertilizers available on the market
and their uses in the feeding of Cymbidiums .

It also gives the results of fertilizer trials held at the Institute and
makes interesting reading for those interested in the subject.



1980AAUSTRAQE§N ORCHID FOUN%ATION EXPEDITION T0 ISRAELITE BAY REGION
- Don Yoigt

Members of the Party were:

Mr Alex George (Leader) W.A. Herbaripm, Research committee A.O.F.

Mr Mark Clements Canberra Dotanical Gardens, A.0.F.

Prof. Warren Stoutamire Ohic Universfity, U.S.A.

Mr Gerald McCraith Chairman of Pirectors, A.0.F. {Meibourne)
Dr Arthur Parkins Director, A.U.F. {Melbourne)

Mr Paul Phillips AN.D.S. (Victoria)

Mr Andrew Brown A.0.F. membey {Perth}

Mr Ron Heberle A.0.F. member (Albany)

Mr Don Voigt A.0.F. membey (Esperance)

Mr Tom Voigt Esperance

DIARY. OF EXPEDITION

August 5th All members of the expedition converged on Esperance.
Atex, Mark and Yapren travelled from Perth via Hyden
and Norsoman. Gerald. Arthur and Paul via Norseman and
"Uristata Compound’, Salmon Gums. Ron and Andrew via
Ravens thorpe.

After buffet tea pt Don Voigqts plans were made of
different Tocalities to be visited and it was decided
ME Ney area was tp be checked during the first week,

During the late afterncon and evening, orchids which had
been coliected enpoute to Esperance were studied and
photographed.

Orchids collected| locally:Corybas despectana,
Pterostylis Sp.(n$na) {non rosette}. Gibson area.

August oth Andrew drove Gerajd, Arthur and Paul to Munglinup to
observe Khizanthefla gardneri, while Don, Alex and Mark
collected Pterostylis rogereii and Corybas despectans
at Wireless Hil1,|Esperance (Dempster Head).

The puchase of stores, fuel and loading of vehicles
completed,the conyoy of four vehicles left Esperance
after lunch. The plan was to camp at Mt Burdett/
HWittenoom Hills, however as shelter was limited, the
decision was made|to make base camp t Mt Ney. Tents -
were hurriedly erected before dark, in a clump of tall
mallee; the only portion of the ground which had not
besn burnt. After tea. and by torchlight, Andrew and
Paul found Caludenia cigmoides and Ptervstylis scabra
var rofusta. (? spectes status).

Caladeniz cqoruleq growing abundantly around base camp 1.

]

\1ias "Caeruiea flat®.




August 7th

August 8th

August 9th

August 10th

In fine weather the antire party searched Mt Ney (1)
Alex, Mark and Bar:on coveved the novth westerly aspect
while the remainder ¢ the party concentrated on tha
South west and eastern aspect. Ideal orchid country,
forty srecies were recorded at Mt Ney and surrounding
country,

Two wedgetail eagles {Aquila audax) were seen soaring

on thermals above Mt fey.

The Fisheries and wildlife Department are keen to establish
Mt Ney as a reserve aithough the Lsperance Shire are not
interested because af the natural water catchment and jts
potential as a futurs townsite,

Full contingent travelled north from Mt Ney to Mt Heyward

-

(2). Surrounding ceuntryside was checked enrgute, |

Mt Hevward arca is suffering from fire damage; large
sheoaks were all killed and rejuvenation of understorey
slow and very sparse. Rock crumbly and the orchids
suffering from exposed conditions and kangaroos grazing.
Warren netted small insect with potlen attached. After
tea stides were shown by Ror

Alex, Warren and Mark drove 12 ki south of Mt Ney (3)
and found calodensi. doutehae in Ua and Ptercotyiis
aff. rlumosa at advanced flowering stage.

Jd+ ] } g

The rest of the pariy travelled aleng survey arids in’
Arthur's Landcruiser, Collected and checked orchids
enroute to ML Beaumont (3) which is situated norih of
Mt Ney.

Ptevostylis afi. wmife growing abundantly under Acacias

at "t Beaumont, even though conditions were dry, rosettes
were healthy,

{

Large mobs of em (Dromaius novaeholiandiae) seen on

newland farms adjacent to Mt Ney.

On the return trip to base all members met at ‘T junction
near 'Caerulea Flat'.
21 species recorded and collected at Mt Beaumont, Evening
spent viewing slides.

Party separated with Alex. Warren and Mark travelling south
Lo Mt Burde tt/Wittenoony Hills (4), remainder of party
coverad Flora and Fauna Roserve (4} Location 374, No-. 32128,
One Lirakoea giyptodon plant found in flower. After lunch at
Howick Hil} (45 an extensive seéarch was made around the
slopes and down to the open flat country,

: |
32 species were collected and recovded.

Travelled to Fisheries Road, then west to Condingup

Peak (4) for another look at Drakaea glyptodon which grows

on granite slopes. Almost forty plants seen with fifteen in
bud. 24 species recorded at Flora and Fauna Reserve No. 32128,
32 species recorded/collected at Howick Hill, 26 recorded at
Condingup Peak,






Avgust 14ih

August 15th

August 16th

The decaving remains of the Israelite Overiand Telegraph
station and graves of picheers were visited, then two
s1ies checked along salt lake fringe {8), a mountain auck
tudorna vadorornoides) and several ducklings seen on
salt lake. Teatree, mallee, banksia arowing aiong lake
fringe. 12 orchid species located in this area.

fravelling in north wasterly direction toward Mt Ragged
we ascended scarp, then on to Sheoaks Hill. This site was
a watering point for pioneers who carted wool to Port
Maicolm because : Government policy prevented the setilers
from using Israelite Bay jetty.

After Tunch checked and recorded area. This section of
track was not easy for travel, protruding 1imestone made
it rough. A brush turkey (Eupotodis australis) was seen.
Hnile waiting for Alex west of Scott Rock, Andrew and I
checked and recorded the western <lopes, The campsite
which Alex directed us tn was between Mt Ragged and Scott
Rock and around the edge of camp caladenio patersonii and
Diurie longifolia were fiowering.

Ron's theatrette at night,

Israelite region - 15 species (three sites), Sheoaks
Hill - 26 species, Scoti Rock ~ 19 species,

On this day the paily recorded and collected around the
seuth western cornce and south eastern fringe of Mt Ragged.
Alex, Mark, Gerald and I continued searching for orchids
while the rest climbed to ithe summit,

ne interesting find was Pterostylis allantoidea flowering
on top of a sheer rock face; westerly aspect. Mear the south
eastern corner I found debrs s 0f a weather balloon with

radio instruments intact. M+ Ragged - 32 species.

Travelling in a northerly direction from Mt Ragged, along
the Balladonia Road, Pterostylis mutica was flowering in

the harsh kopi soil (fine bull dust). Junana Rock (10) was
next surveyed and this low granite waterhole on the west
side, supported asbundant stands of caladenia deformisgrowing
in red loamy soi!.

The European rabbit (oryctelagus cuniculus) had chewed the
Actantlus renifownis flowers, making it hard to find flower-
ing specimens to collect,

The rocky area of Pine Hill (10) situated a few km further
atong the track was searched and Plerostylis scabra var.
scabra with wilted flowers were seen,

Graves mark the final resting place of travelilers; this
rocky outcrop was utilized to fill a dam for early settlers,
Juranda Rock. The next stop over was at a rock edged salt
Take and during our brief visit 11 species were Tocated.,
Junana Roak - 20 species, Pine Hill - 19 species, lake
fringe 11 species.
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THELIMITRA CRINITS - D. EHICI‘Y

Sometimes called the "Blue Lady Orchid",
Thelymitra erinita is a bright blue flowered
sun orchid with up to a dozen blooms ¢n a

good stem.

The flower is 2% - 4 cn across, and usually
opens only on sunny days. Sepals are pinkish
tinged on the wnder or outer sides. As with
the rest of its genus, the lower petal is
quite similar to the upper two petals,
although thinner. The top of the colwin is
yellow crested and the lateral lobes are
Crowned with mauwe hair tufts,

the plant itself is quite rebust, ofteh over
30 cm tall.The leaf is quite large,bropd,
avate-lanceotate, 3 - 10 cmj long,
The distinctive leaf is vertically ribbed
and is of a dull medium green with reddish
purple base or at least reddish tinges,|
Compare Thelymitra fuscolut. which is| of
similar size, but is plain green and 1ighter
coloured and smooth. '

The seedling leaves are thij (to % cm) land up
to 5 am long, and flat with! the same reddish
purple tinges at the base on the bygck of
the leaf, The leaves dry to! an unusual |reddish
brown colour,

The tubers are quite large,iup to 10 cn deep
and with strong laterally spreading whilte

roots,
It seems to like gravel soils best, but i
also native to Kings Park.

Flowering period is September to Novembér.

v

Colum {rom side
x 8

Coi;%n from front
with hair tufts
removed x|8






