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Southern Rivers Group 
Stirling Ranges, Sunday, 22 July 2018 – Anna de Haan, SRG Convenor 

By the end of this field trip we were all too aware of the impact poor early season rains 
have on the flowering patterns of orchids. 

Heading north on Chester Pass Road our first stop site was nearly bereft of orchids. One small colony of 
the dwarf common spider (Caladenia hiemalis) in bud, a few Green Range donkeys (Diuris littoralis) and 
south coast donkeys (Diuris sp “south coast”) in full flower started the list for the day.  A single dark 
banded greenhood (Pterostylis sanguinea) was sighted as well as a number of banded greenhoods 
(Pterostylis vittata).  Although the odd robust snail (Pterostylis dilatata) was found at the first stop they 
were plentiful in disturbed soil under bushes beside an old track at the second stop.  Many immature jug 
orchids (Pterostylis recurva) also grew in the less disturbed soil further into the bush. 

Further north, in the Stirling Ranges National Park, we found good numbers of 
narrow-hooded shell orchids (Pterostylis angusta) scattered over a vast area 
but only a single cupped banded greenhood (Pterostylis concava).  Many 
more robust snails were found beside the gravel road at our fourth stop.  Due 
west at a picnic site the first common helmet orchid (Corybas recurvus) and 
one large mosquito orchid (Cyrtostylis robusta) was flowering, however, there 
were hundreds of leaves nearby. 

At our final stop on the edge of Mount Barker we were shown at “Curly Locks 
Corner,” a magnificent colony of curly locks (Thelymitra spiralis) in tight bud.  A 
single autumn leek (Prasophyllum parvifolium) was also added to the list. 

Although the gusty winds throughout the day had a sharp chill and in the 
distance all around us rain was falling we had sun all day. 

 

Walpole, Sunday, 28 July 2018 – Anna de Haan, SRG Convenor 

We visited this area four years ago at a similar time of the year.  The 
number of species of orchids found was similar, however, a greater 
range of species was found today. 

A 6 km loop of reasonably firm 4WD tracks was followed as well as 
the steeply undulating Bibbulmun Track to the coast.  Along the 
route the following were sighted: common helmet orchid (Corybas 
recurvus), midge orchid (Cyrtostylis huegelii), south coast spider 
(Caladenia meridionalis), blue beard orchid (Pheladenia deformis), 
curled-tongue shell orchid (Pterostylis rogersii), tall snail orchid 
(Pterostylis pyramidalis) and autumn leek orchid (Prasophyllum 
parvifolium).  Many slipper orchids (Cryptostylis ovata) and red beak 
(Pyrorchis nigricans) leaves were growing beside the wheel ruts and into the scrub.  Time was spent at the 
lookout watching the spectacular views of heavy seas pounding Chatham Island.  Dolphins played in the 
white backwash from the waves which ran high onto the beach below us.  Of course the best was at the 
end of the walk as we descended the steep stairs to the coast.  Large colonies of both the helmets and 
tall snail orchids grew beside the stairs, topped by two very green curled-tongue shell and an autumn leek 
at the base.  A rewarding finish to the walk. 

On the drive home a quick stop was made east of Denmark.  Very tall, deeply coloured specimens of 
banded greenhood (Pterostylis vittata) and red-sepalled snail orchids (Pterostylis erubescens) were 
sighted.  Most of us arrived home well after the sun had set. 

Mosquito Orchid 
(Cyrtostylis robusta) 
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Helmet Orchid 
(Corybas recurvus) 
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Orchid propagation on/off site – Members have expressed interest in greater activity to investigate the 
propagation of orchids on a similar scale to what is undertaken in other States.  I have contacted Lesley 
Hammersley, Director of Horticulture and Conservation at BPCA Kings Park to enable us to get the latest 
background on the subject.  I anticipate meeting with Lesley in the next few weeks. 

Site Watch:1. Caves Road upgrade 

Urban Bushland Council – Several communications sent through to members via e mail 
Thanks to Club members for their ongoing support and input. 

Stuart Mill Spider-orchids in Victoria 
Author – Jane Lyons 
(Reprinted with permission of Bush Heritage Australia)  

“The thing that really captivates me about orchids is that they highlight 
those intricate relationships that happen in our environment that we don’t 
see with the naked eye or that we’re not aware of around us,” says Julie, 
an orchid expert from Amaryllis Environmental. 
“And I think that’s why I’ve become an orchid conservationist; because 
they’ve helped highlight that nothing is isolated, and if you lose one 
element of an ecosystem, then gradually over time everything becomes 
lost.” 
Julie has turned her attention to Bush Heritage’s John Colahan (J.C.) Griffin 
Reserve, a rare remnant of box-ironbark and grassy woodlands in north- 
central Victoria.  There, she has helped to increase the number of threatened Stuart Mill Spider-orchids 
from 12 plants in 2008 to around 186 last year. 
The Stuart Mill Spider-orchid (Caladenia cretacea) is a “very elegant, beautiful, dainty little orchid” that is 
endemic to Victoria and listed as threatened.  Like its bush orchid brethren, the Stuart Mill Spider-orchid has 
a complex, interconnected relationship with its surrounding environment and is a good indicator of 
ecosystem health: healthy ecosystems beget healthy orchid populations. 
However, land clearing, grazing by stock and feral herbivores, and weeds have pushed the Stuart Mill 
Spider-orchid close to extinction and continue to challenge the species. 
“If you look at the box-ironbark country across central Victoria, we’ve actually got only about 13 per cent of 
our native vegetation remaining.  So the species that are trying to exist in these tiny little isolated, remnant 
patches of vegetation are really struggling,” says Julie. 
To grow Stuart Mill Spider-orchids, Julie needs to replicate a germination process that relies on a delicate 
dance between a particular pollinator, a symbiotic relationship with fungi, and the right environmental 
factors. 
First, she needs to go out at flowering time and pretend she’s a bee.  She hand-pollinates by taking pollen 
parts from one plant and inserting them into another. 
A few months later she collects the seed capsules containing thousands of tiny, microscopic seeds that look 
like finely ground pepper.  She also takes plant tissue samples back to the laboratory at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria (RBGV) in Melbourne.  There, RBGV research ecologist Dr Noushka Reiter, who leads the 
gardens’ orchid conservation program, can isolate the fungus responsible for germinating the seeds and 
grow it in petri dishes. 
The seeds are then sprinkled onto the fungus, which inoculates them so they grow into tiny fluffy protocorms 
(tuber-shaped bodies).  Eventually, after many more steps and three-to-five years, the plants are big 
enough to be transported back to the reserve for planting. 
From 2014 to 2016, Julie did three plantings of Stuart Mill Spider-orchids at J.C. Griffin Reserve, with the help 
of volunteers from the Australasian Native Orchid Society, The St Arnaud Field Naturalist Club and the Kara 
Kara Conservation Management Network. 
Their success is measured not only in the number of orchids that survived (60-80 per cent) but also the 
flowering rates. 
“Not all orchids will flower every year.  Some might flower only one out of every three years, depending on 
weather conditions, but in 2016 I had a very good flowering rate of 50 per cent,” says Julie. 

“They’ve helped 
highlight that nothing is 

isolated, and if you 
lose one element of an 

ecosystem, then 
gradually over time 

everything becomes 
lost.” 
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Vale Alison Gye 
It was with sadness we learned from William Gye that his sister, Alison, had died on 26 July aged 55 
following a three-year battle with cancer.  We offer William our sympathy at this difficult time. 

Alison was a life-long lover of orchids and birds – and spent much of her spare time out photographing.  
William relates that he and Alison grew up in semi-bush in Floreat Park (in the 1960s still a lot of bush 
around) and at their holiday house in Siesta Park.  From there Alison spent a lot of time orchid hunting. 

She was an exceptionally good orchid hunter – especially good at finding unusual hybrids and oddities. 

Despite being very ill and on chemo Alison still went out in the bush orchid hunting.  Her last trip down 
south was to the Jerramungup/Ongerup area in September 2017 and up to the hills in October 2017. 

Below are some of Alison’s finds, kindly submitted by William. 

 

 








