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Trish was presented with the trophy by her husband and current president, Ramón. 

  

 

END OF YEAR CELEBRATION (2017) 
Perth Metropolitan 

On Saturday, 18 November, Ian Puddey and wife, Peggy, were kind enough to offer their home as venue 
to WANOSCG members to celebrate coming to the end of another great orchid season.  The weather 
was kind being neither too hot nor too cold so a friendly and sociable time was had by all as witnessed by 
photos below. 

When our members had finished eating and chatting, Katerina Hnedovska gave an interesting illustrated 
presentation on wild orchids with which she had been familiar in the Czech Republic.  In some cases these 
were shown growing en masse in fields with a back-drop of stunning scenery. 
 

Trophy presentation to the winner (L) and Trish with her winning photograph (R) 

Images courtesy of Ramón Newmann 

Pictures  below clockwise from top: 
Hosts, Ian and Peggy; lunch around the table in the garden; orchid chat in the 
shade; lunch around the table 
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Registrar’s Report 2017-2018 – Ramón Newmann 
During 2017 the WANOSCG Sightings Database continued to grow, with over 18,000 sightings now recorded, 
and 11 sighting reports provided during the year to help with the organisation of field trips and/or for 
conservation purposes. 

At the end of 2017 there was another key database milestone achieved.  The Adopt-an-Orchid (ADORP) 
sightings data (going back to 2009) have now all been digitised (thanks to a mammoth effort by Ian 
Puddey) and incorporated into the same database as the main WANOSCG sightings.  This is an important 
step for ADORP as it allows data reports, overviews and tracking over the years to be done relatively easily.  
There are over 440 ADORP entries, with each entry representing a complete day’s report of a site, which can 
include, for instance, the number of flowering plants, plants gone to seed etc.  In the old database format 
this would have been shown as over 1200 entries.  This data set will also be added to the DBCA database. 

In order to incorporate the ADORP data, and the accompanying data requirements, the WANOSCG 
Sightings Database structure has been modified such that it now accommodates both sets of data.  One 
key thing that will be noticed is that if you find various plants of the 
same species in different states at a site (eg flowering, in fruit, just 
leaves etc) all of those data are now captured on a single line, and 
there is an opportunity also to report the threats, habitat, landform, 
etc, of the site.  These are ADORP reporting requirements which have 
now been incorporated into the all-encompassing database.  

The Sightings Template used for data recording has now been 
modified accordingly, as per the spreadsheet sent out to members.  
Any data reported in the old format can still be used, so no worries 
on this front.  However, in order to minimise the amount of double-
handling required, it is preferable to use the new template.   

You will also find a listing (see Addendum) of the south-west WA species for which we have no reported 
sightings, where they are found and when – a target for you all during 2018. 

If you have any queries, concerns or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 

As well as updates of the structure of the database, there has also been a fresh wave of species name and 
conservation status updates.  Thanks to the input of Andrew Brown and Kevin Uhe, various names have 
been updated (especially the mercurial Pterostylis species).  When entering the species name you will still 
find the old names listed (at the bottom of the drop-down lists, beginning with “z.”) which, when selected, 
will be converted to the current names. 

Looking forwards to your sighting reports and any queries that you may have, including requests for any 
specific reports.  (Bear in mind, of course, that ADORP data and details concerning threatened and 
endangered species and their precise locations are not released for general use.) 

Conservation Officer’s Report 2017-2018 – Tim Hodgkins 
The profile of conservation matters has lifted within the Club in the past 12 months.  Members are continuing 
to report matters of concern and providing support where needed in terms of site visits and representation.  
The portfolio certainly provides a variety of interesting challenges, with a seeming steep increase this year in 
matters that we must address.  I am pleased to be able to continue and thank the committee and members 
for their wholehearted support. 

Sites and areas of interest:   
These have been many and varied throughout the year and are fully covered in the monthly reports to the 
Club.  I will report verbally on Manea Park at the next meeting of the Club. 

40th Anniversary site:   
Nothing firm yet but the site in Johnson Road, McClarty is a possibility with a process of approvals that I plan 
to commence this year (with the State Planning Commission). 

Potato Orchid (Gastrodia lacista) 

Im
ag

e 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f R
am

ón
 N

ew
m

an
n 



5 
 

Membership of the Conservation Council WA: 
We have maintained our membership of the CCWA, through e mail, keeping our members informed of 
events and matters where we can be involved. 

Membership of the Urban Bushland Council: 
We committed to membership of this group in 2016 and it has provided us with valuable communication 
particularly about areas threatened with clearing or development. 

Field Trip Coordinator’s Report, 2017 – Margaret Petridis 
In 2017 we had some widespread heavy rain in late summer followed by a long dry stretch in autumn and 
early winter.  The dry period impacted negatively on most of the early orchids inland and was particularly 
noticeable on the early June field trip to the Merredin area looking for Caladenia drummondii and other 
later trips further east. 

In addition to our official WANOSCG monthly trips, Christine Lock initiated a program of half-day field trips 
in the Metro area, focusing on reserves within one hour of the GPO, to enable members to meet and 
survey locations close to home.  Some of the early planned trips were cancelled due to the dry season 
and lack of orchids.  Of the twelve planned trips, only four went ahead due to lack of orchids or scarcity 
of volunteer leaders.  It is hoped that these trips will be better attended in 2018 and help to add to our 
knowledge of orchids in local metropolitan reserves. 

On our first trip in April, led by Lyn Alcock, we found and extended the range and numbers of the leafless 
orchid (Praecoxanthus aphyllus) in a reserve south-west of Narrogin.  There had been an old record for this 
orchid in the reserve and it had been re-discovered there in small numbers in 2016.  

There were a lot of prescribed burns north of Walpole in the summer so we visited some areas in the burns 
a few times during the year to see what effect the burns had had on the orchids.  David Edmonds from 
Walpole led an interesting trip to some burnt areas in early May, focusing mainly on Eriochilus species. 

In July we had two Metro trips with Christine but no other official trip due to the generally dry season up 
north.  We received good rains in mid-late July and the orchid season picked up from then. 

In early August we had our first visit to the very interesting Goodale Sanctuary near Pinjarra and were 
shown around the property by Robert and Lynette Goodale.  We identified 24 species of orchids, with 
eight in flower, including snails, banded greenhoods, ducks and hammers.  Later that month Kevin Uhe 
took us on a trip along the Brookton Highway where we found our target orchid, the rare leek 
(Prasophyllum sp ‘Brookton Highway’.)   

The following weekend Graeme Walker led a trip south of Mandurah where we found various snail orchids 
and other species. 

Ian Greeve had planned to do a trip in early August to Perenjori, Charles Darwin NR and areas nearby, but 
this was cancelled due to the dry start to the season.  He organised a trip out to Corrigin in early 
September instead, which was disappointingly poorly attended by members, perhaps due to the short 
notice and other commitments. 

In mid-September, Jon Warren organised a trip in the Busselton area for country 
members to get together and survey some local areas.  This was attended by 10 
members who enjoyed the opportunity to go orchid hunting together and to 
meet Jon. 

Over the September long weekend we had a field trip back to the Walpole area 
and were planning to visit areas extensively surveyed by Lyn, Maggie, June and 
Krystyna et al in the previous few months.  Plans were altered by the forecast of 
severe gales and wet weather but we still managed to see a lot of orchids. 

In September and October some members were recruited by Mark Brundrett to 
assist DBCA staff with surveys for two threatened species, Caladenia huegelii and 
Drakaea elastica.  As part of this project we returned to the Goodale Sanctuary 
to survey the Drakaea elastica population there.  Im
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Grand Spider Orchid 
(Caladenia huegelii) 
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Another trip in October was led by Eric Swarts to some reserves south and south-east of Mandurah where 
we saw a variety of orchids – Caladenia, Microtis and Thelymitra species. 

The final WANOSCG trip for the year was the break-up trip based in Pemberton.  We found enough orchids 
to keep everyone happy on the Saturday, despite cool and cloudy weather, finishing off with a large 
population of pink beaks Pyrorchis forrestii, found by Jon and Tim on the way down.  We had an excellent 
dinner at the Pemberton Sports Club on the Saturday night.   

We did not think we would see much more on the Sunday so some members chose to leave and head 
home.  Those members who stayed were able to revisit some sun orchids that were out due to warmer 
weather, and a few special finds closer to Walpole, which meant a long drive that day. 

It has been a very full programme of field trips this year and I thank all members who assisted with the field 
trips, particularly Christine for organising the Metro trips and to all of the other members who volunteered 
to lead a field trip during the year.  It was very much appreciated. 

We are hoping for better rainfall during 2018 so we can visit areas north and east that were not very 
productive this year. 

I urge members to consider leading a trip in their local area or a location that they are familiar with, so 
that others can see and learn about them.  If any members have ideas about places to visit on trips this 
coming year, please get in touch with me by phone, email or in person at meetings. 

 
 

Images courtesy of Ramón Newmann 

Dinner at the Pemberton Sports Club 
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Threatened Flora and the first taxon to be nominated as part of this process 
in the next round will be Thelymitra magnifica.  

The Threatened Species Branch at DBCA has indicated that they will help us 
put together these nominations as they are reasonably complex and, by 
using their expertise, will give our nominations a better chance of success. 

Going forward it is proposed that we nominate one or two taxa in each 
yearly round where we can justify that a threatening process is likely to cause 
the species to be in decline.  This is an important use of the data that have 
been collected so far and is a good outcome of the project. 

On the opposite side there are a few taxa that could be downgraded in 
status due to extra populations being located.  This will be an ongoing 
process as we use the data to make determinations in conjunction with 
DBCA. 

Thanks for all the ADORP members who have submitted timesheets and 
reports to date. 

Caladenia drummondii Study Group 2017 – Margaret Petridis 
In 2017 we had some widespread early heavy rainfall in late summer but then a 
very dry autumn.  We did not receive any significant rainfall in March, April, May or 
June in much of the south-west of the state. 

This resulted in poor or non-flowering of orchids early in the season, including 
Caladenia drummondii. 

We targeted this orchid on a field trip around Merredin over the long weekend in 
early June.  One area south of Merredin had obviously received some rain at the 
right time, as we found C drummondii in good numbers in two different locations. 

Otherwise, numbers were very low in known populations this year, especially 
around Corrigin/Babakin, and reduced to approximately half the previous year 
near Dongara.  They were found in reasonable numbers east of Kalbarri in early 
June. 

No new sites were found this year, due to the dry season, despite searching north 
of Merredin as planned. 

We hope for better rainfall in 2018 and will continue searching for new locations for this orchid. 

Snail Orchid Study Group – Kevin Uhe 
2017 proved to be somewhat of a frustrating year with the lack of rain in late 
Autumn/early winter severely impacting the growth of the earlier members of the 
snail orchid complex.  

This resulted in a number of areas being totally devoid of even rosettes where in 
previous years hundreds of snails had flowered.  This was particularly noticeable at 
the type site for the hairy leaf snail (Pterostylis echinulata) where nothing was seen 
on two visits during the flowering season. 

Despite this we were able to locate a new population of P echinulata near Corrigin 
which enabled us to compare this taxon with the more widely spread Pterostylis sp 
‘inland’ which grew in the same area but flowered a number of weeks later. 

During November we did a field trip with Gary Brockman and Andrew Brown to 
study the late flowering snail (Pterostylis sp ‘late flowering’).  After seeing a number 

Crystal Brook Sun Orchid 
(Thelymitra magnifica) 
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(Caladenia 
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Snail Orchid 
Pterostylis angulata 
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3.1 Thanks were expressed to Eddy Wajon – who donated funds from the sale of his books. 
3.2 Grant:  It was noted that the pilot grant won’t eat into our capital funds as income and interest from 

this year and next would cover the outgoing. 

4. CORRESPONDENCE 19 October 2017 to 17 November 2017 

Electronic or hard copies of newsletters and bulletins have been received over the period from:  ANOS 
Macarthur, ANOS Sydney, ANOS Illawarra, Invasive Species Council, CCWA, NOSSA.  Correspondence 
covered a range of topics. 

Inward emails to the WANOSCG Web site and members of the committee:  

Date Sender Topic 
22-Oct-17 Sasha Pol Seeking a copy of Field Guide to the Orchids of Western 

Australia (Brown, A, et al) 

25-Oct-17 Dave Lawrence Wishing to buy a zebra orchid to own. 

28-Oct-17 Tim Hodgkins Attaching CCWA Executive Committee Nomination Form 
2017 requesting WANOSCG committee to consider 

31-Oct-17 Tim Hodgkins Response for DFES website enquiry GE-009412 (Manea 
Park, Bunbury) 

31-Oct-17 Tim Hodgkins and DFES Flynn Drive, Banksia Grove – interim report 

31-Oct-17 Invasive Species Council Saving Island Species – Eradicating Invasive Animals 

6-Nov-17 CCWA Final hours to save Shenton Park bushland 

6-Nov-17 ANBG Library WANOSCG October Bulletin and WANOSCG reply 

7-Nov-17 ANBG Library WANOSCG October Bulletin 

9-Nov-17 Secretary NOSSA Missing Bulletins and WANOSCG reply 

10-Nov-17 Secretary NOSSA  Updated email addresses for NOSSA 

10-Nov-17 Ben Vrieling, Wellington 
Cottages 

Enquiring about proposed WANOSCG research grant 
and WANOSCG reply 

11-Nov-17 ANOS Sydney Inaugural Australian Native Cymbidium Celebration 2017 
 
Business arising from Correspondence: 

 Responded to Sasha Pol, indicating we had no copies available but suggesting some tourist bureaux 
might still have one. 

 Responded to Dave Lawrence indicating practical and legal difficulties of his intent to own a zebra 
orchid but pointing him in the direction of other groups who concentrate more on native orchid 
cultivation. 

 Published Flynn Drive report in November Bulletin.  Continue to monitor success or otherwise of 
transplanted orchids next season. 

 Missing Bulletins forwarded to ANBG Library and NOSSA.  Distribution lists updated accordingly. 
 Anyone expecting to be in Sydney on 17 October in the vicinity of Baulkham Hills might like to attend 

the Inaugural Australian Native Cymbidium Celebration. 

5. FIELD TRIPS 

An outline for field trips in 2017 was published in the November 2017 Bulletin and details for attendees 
circulated by email. 
5.1 Field trip Berry Reserve near Toodyay:  The trip was conducted on Tuesday, 14 November, under the 

auspices of the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA).  A survey for the 
cinnamon sun orchid (Thelymitra dedmaniarum) was conducted ahead of controlled burns by the 
City of Swan to create buffer zones.  Luckily no target plants were found in the proposed burn areas. 
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Upcoming Field trips 
 Saturday, 18 November, from 4:00 pm onwards.  Hosted by Ian Puddey and Peggy Leung, who would 

provide a buffet of meats, salads and side dishes and some drinks.   
- Attendees were requested to bring a dessert to share, extra drinks, and bathers and towel (if 

wishing to swim).  Those wishing to attend should already have advised Margaret Petridis by last 
Friday, 10 November, however were given a last chance to register at the meeting. 

 Also planned was a weekend trip away on 25 and 26 November, looking to base ourselves in 
Pemberton this year.  Field trips were being planned for the Northcliffe area all day Saturday and 
near Pemberton in the morning on Sunday.  The dinner on the Saturday night would be held at 
Pemberton Sports Club with a catered buffet meal @ $20 per head.  Bar facilities were to be 
available. 
- Attendees to arrange own overnight accommodation.   
- Members wishing to register were advised to contact Margaret Petridis by 17 November using text 

on .   
- Members were also requested to advise Margaret if they would be travelling to Pemberton on the 

Saturday (to enable a meeting place to be arranged.)  Otherwise she would assume people 
would arrive on Friday and be available for a whole day out (9:00 am – 4:00 pm approx) on 
Saturday. 

Personal Field Trips: (Please use common names and full names where known) 
Members are requested to fill out the personal field trip report form on the front table and send electronic 
Orchid Sighting Sheets to the registrar (Ramon Newmann .  If you don’t have 
a copy of the report or sighting sheet then send an email to the secretary (Pat Richards – 

 and she will provide you with an electronic copy. 
 John Ewing had been on a field trip looking for Eremophila species, however at Emu Rock he had 

seen the granite bee orchid (Diuris picta).  At the southern edge of the rock he had found the 
elegant rufous greenhood (Pterostylis elegantissima). 

 Jon Warren had seen dried up orchids near Pemberton, Walpole and Manjimup areas.  He had seen 
karri spiders (Caladenia brownii) and, at a couple of spots, a rabbit orchid (Leptoceras menziesii).  
On Bevan Road, he had seen Starts’ spider orchid (Caladenia startiorum). 

 Margaret Petridis and Kevin Uhe had visited Eneabba to follow up on how the sand plain duck 
orchids (Paracaleana dixonii) had fared since a burn in 2012.  This was a test population.  One site 
had had a very large population which had been good for the first two years after the fire – it had 
gone from around 150 down to one in six years.  There had also been a fresh fire and a new 
population had been found of about 70 plants.  The number of sightings for 2017, however, had 
been rather low. 

6. CONSERVATION 

It was moved by Tim Hodgkins and seconded by John Ewing that the Conservation Report as published in 
the November Bulletin be accepted. Carried 

Additional matters:   
6.1 Chestnut orchids (Thelymitra fuscolutea) – Some of these had been under observation in Warwick 

and a specimen had been noted that was approximately 70 cm tall with 20+ flowers. 
6.2 Road widening – Clearing notices had been published as follows: 

 Shire of West Arthur – Bowelling-Duranillin Road 
 Shire of West Arthur – Bowelling – McAlinden Road 
 Shire of Manjimup – Richardson Road, Northcliffe 
 Shire of Manjimup – Grace Road, Quinninup 
 Shire of Manjimup – North Walpole Road, Walpole 
and there had been a wild fire at the crossing of Wanneroo Road and Flynn Drive.   

Any member having knowledge of the orchids in these areas are requested to let Tim Hodgkins know 
the details. 

 Eddy Wajon (EW) reported having visited the first clearing area where it is intended that three 
sections of road should be cleared.  The first has already been cleared and clearing of the 
second is about to commence.  The third is still being planned. 
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 EW has been asked to provide flora information on the flora along the Collie–Darkan Road and 
visited there, although he did not get to see the part that runs through state forest.  He believes 
the clearing footprint is excessive and has tried to get it reduced but unsuccessfully.  It is noted 
that these roads are local government roads.  The road clearance in question starts at a DRF 
marker (for the dwarf bee orchid (Diuris micrantha)) and passes through wetland. 

 In the Shire of West Arthur, farmers have been advised that they are allowed to clear 500 mature 
trees per year on their land, a quota EW believes to be excessive and a mis-reading of the state’s 
conservation rulings.  It is understood that the State Prosecutor will be contacting the Shire. 

 As regards the North Walpole Road clearing a submission has been lodged and the matter is now 
subject to public appeal. 

 For the shore of Bridgetown-Boyup Brook there are 54 pages covering roads that are intended to 
be cleared and they are applying to extend the permit.  An appeal against this has been lodged. 

 WANOSCG members are asked to take particular note of the location of orchids on road verges 
and advise Ramón Newmann so that they can be entered into the database and be available 
for prompt reference in connection with clearance notices. 

 EW had a meeting with the Commissioner for Road Safety on Monday, 13 November, along with 
the Principal Policy Advisor for the Minister for Road Safety.  It is understood that the Minister 
agreed with EW that making roads wider, straighter and flatter does not improve safety, but just 
tends to encourage vehicle drivers to travel faster.  It was indicated that we have a problem that 
needs to be changed in that many accidents occur through fatigue not from being tired but from 
monotony. 

 Sally Bayley indicated that in Wickepin Shire, they have now lost the trains so all the freight is 
carried in trucks on the road and this has triggered the road widening drive. 

7. GROWER’S TABLE 

Nothing tabled. 

8. GENERAL BUSINESS 
8.1 ADORP  - Kevin Uhe has been helping with the organisation of ADORP and invited anyone who 

would like to join the program to let him know.  An invitation for members to assist Bill Gaynor and 
David Stevens with their ADORP project monitoring slender-leafed duck orchids (Paracaleana 
gracilicordata) was noted. 

8.2 WANOSCG Database:  A reminder was made of the request for members to submit their orchid data 
for entry into the WANOSCG Database.  It was also noted that there were some species for which 
there were no sightings entered in the Database and that of concern was the fact that Peel Shire 
has minimal entries. 

8.3 WANOSCG Committee 2018:  A call was made for members to volunteer for positions on the 
committee – committee members and Bulletin editor (or secretary). 

8.4 World Orchid Conference:  Ron Fauntleroy indicated that he had been overseas looking at orchids 
and had attended the World Orchid Conference in Ecuador.  Conference delegates were reported 
to have been fascinated by our blue Thelymitra species.   
 On the second last day of the conference bids to host the next world conference were entered 

and the conference committee decided that the September 2023 conference will be held in 
Perth. 

 It was noted that preparation for that conference will entail considerable work, including the fact 
that delegates will expect flasks of orchids to be made available for them to take away with 
them. It was reported that Kingsley Dixon would be coordinating this task, which would entail 
collection of seed for the purpose and that approval would accordingly need to be obtained. 

 Input for the conference will be sought from all orchid groups in Western Australia. 
 The venue for the conference will be the Perth Convention Centre. 

8.5 Wishing Ross Fox well:  Margaret Fox indicated that Ross was home once more following his recent 
hospitalisation although he would need to return to hospital in February for further surgery.  The 
members offered their best wishes to Ross and Margaret and hoped that all would go well. 

PHOTO COMPETITION:  Members submitted their printed photographs (6” x 8”) with their names on the 
back passing them to the adjudicators, Bob Steer and Kevin Uhe, who laid them out on the table in 










